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The Challenger Project, Y10-Y11: March - July 2015 at ISH  

All lessons are on Tuesdays from 14:15-15:45 in Classroom D202-3.  
 
March 3rd: Lesson by Yarona van der Horst: Introduction to the programme. 
 
March 10th:  No lesson due to Parents – teacher’s conference day. 
 
March 17th: Lesson by Dr. Simona and Dr. Oran Marvan on: Introduction to the Veterinary medicine 
in different aspects. 

Animals always took a part of our life. During the lesson we are going to introduce the veterinary 
medicine mostly in the companion animal clinic. 
Introduction to clinical veterinary practice - the patients, different diagnoses and procedures. During 
the lesson we are going to learn: 
What is the role of veterinarian doctor in animal and human health protection? And how does our 
day look like as a vet? 
Dr. Simona and Dr. Oran Marvan are the owners of The Animal Emergency clinic of the Hague 
Dierenkliniek Het Zicht. 
 
Dr. Simona graduated in University of Veterinary Medicine in Slovakia. Her specialisation is human 
and animal health protection.  
Dr. Oran is a veterinary consultant of the Emergency Veterinary Clinic and Avian Clinic of The Hague 
and South Holland region. Along side Dr. Oran Marvan daily veterinary work, he has vast experience 
in small animal orthopaedics including the treatment of trauma patients, as well as treating Avian 
species. Dr Marvan is an active member of the ESVOT (European Society of Veterinary Orthopaedics 
and Traumatology), He is also an active member of the Association of Avian Veterinary American and 
European. 

March 24th: lesson by Kitty van der Heijden on ’Why Sustainability should matter to YOU too’. 
 
Mrs. van der Heijden is the Director of WRI’s Europe Office since 1 January 2014. The World 
Resources Institute is the #1 Think Tank on Environment in the world.  
Kitty is an economist by training (Erasmus University Rotterdam) with 25 years hands-on experience 
in sustainable development. Prior to joining WRI, Kitty was the Ambassador for Sustainable 
Development and Director of the Department for Climate, Energy, Environment and Water in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. In 2013, she was elected the 3rd best civil servant of 
the Netherlands and was also awarded a national Ribbon of Honor for her efforts to raise public 
awareness on the challenges and opportunities sustainable 
development. In 2014, Strategie Platform Overheid elected her “Influencer of the Year”, and daily 
newspaper  ‘Trouw’ ranked her as #20 in the annual Top 100 listing of Sustainability Leaders in the 
Netherlands on 10 October 2014.  
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March 31st: lesson by Dr. Miroslav Zivkovic on: The impact of the Internet on our lives. 

The same year that Christopher Columbus discovered a new continent, a Benedictine abbot named 
Trithemius, wrote a spirited defence of scribes who tried to impress God's word most firmly on their 
minds by copying out texts by hand. To disseminate his own books, though, Trithemius used the 
revolutionary technology of the day, the printing press. From the alphabet to wheel and printing, 
every major new technology has altered the way in which humans think. In this lesson we will discuss 
the impact that Internet and underlying technologies made to our lives, and, above all, the ways we 
think, socalize, work.  
We will look into the opportunities and challenges that are ahead of (or, actually, around) us.  
Mr. Zivkovic is a Researcher at System and Network Engineering Group, Informatics Institute, 
University of Amsterdam. He holds a PhD from Design and Analysis of Communication Systems 
group, University of Twente, the Netherlands, and a dipl.-ing. title from Faculty of Electrical 
Engineering, University of Belgrade, Serbia. His current research interests are software defined 
networking and network performance of large data sets (Big Data). 
 

April 7th: lesson by Dr. Nan Deardorff-McClain on: Just say "NO" to Acne! 

In this lesson we will discuss ways to prevent and treat this common issue in teenagers using simple 
dietary changes. Mrs. McClain will give a brief talk followed by a workshop in which the students will 
learn a recipe to make a natural anti-acne mask and toner using common household ingredients. 

 Dr. Deardorff-McClain was introduced to natural medicine as an elite cyclist racing internationally 
while based in Colorado, where she became fascinated with the world of holistic healing. After 
earning her Bachelors of Science in Marketing and International Business, she studied massage 
therapy at the Colorado Massage Therapy Institute in Denver and then went on to earn the degree 
of Naturopathic Doctor at Bastyr University in Seattle, Washington. Now calling Delft, The 
Netherlands, home, she enjoys teaching clients how to live healthier lives using the healing power of 
nature. She has instructed online for an alternative medicine degree at Everglades University for the 
past eight years.  She teaches introductory courses in this bachelors program in herbology, botany, 
homoeopathy, detoxification and mind-body medicine. 
 
 
April 14th: lesson by Thijs Molenaar on Filmmaking. 
 
How do you make a film? What do you need? Where do I put my camera, high or low? Do I hold it in 
my hand or stick it on a tripod? Why? What's the difference? What is import and what is not? Do I 
need a script?   
With a whole lot of examples we will learn how films are made, tips and tricks for your projects and 
behind the scenes footage of some of his films. 
From big budget to no budget, from Arri Alexa XT Plus to iPhone. Mr. Molenaar will demonstrate 
how they did amazing effects and how you can start making and thinking about your own films. From 
script to screening from storyboard to editing. 
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Thijs Molenaar (1985) graduated from The Royal Academy of Arts in The Hague, The Netherlands in 
2009. Currently has an animation and film studio called "The VideoMatic" where he is making short 
animations, music videos and (fictional) documentary work. He gives a weekly Moving Image course 
at the Royal Academy of Arts, has seen more films than is healthy and is always coming up with new 
projects and ideas.  
 

April 21st: lesson by Ditta Ciganikova and Michael Barrett on OPCW:’ Working for a world free 
chemical weapons’. 

The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) based in The Hague and was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013 for its extensive efforts to eliminate chemical weapons.We 
will learn how the OPCW works, how are organizations help countries to protect themselves against 
chemical weapons and response to any incident involving chemical weapons and/or toxic industrial 
chemicals.The lesson is intended to be highly interactive and will include hands on demonstrations of 
equipment and tools used by chemical weapons inspectors. 
Mr. Barret, Team leader and Senior Logistics Specialist will demonstrate protective gear with a 
respirator (Gas Mask) and will work with one or two of training monitors, Ms. Ciganikova is Analytical 
Chemist and works as a Senior Assistance and Protection Officer in the OPCW. 
 
 
April 28th: lesson by Katherine Fortier on Procrastination:  Can Neuroscience help? 

Neuroscience is the study of how brain and behaviour are linked.  New advances in neuroimaging 
techniques like MRI brain scans are making enormous contributions to the understanding of how 
brains work and why (and how) we do what we do.  Do you ever find yourself postponing, 
procrastinating, or putting off for later everyday tasks like homework, cleaning, or studying?  Leaving 
things until the last minute and scrambling to finish the night before it is due?  Why do we do that?  
Is it the best way?  And when we do sit down to study, how can we get the most out of our brains?  
This lesson will look at procrastination and studying and what neuroscience can teach you about 
being the captain of your own destiny. 

Katherine Fortier is a Child and Educational Psychologist in private practice in The Hague.  She serves 
as a psycho-educational consultant to the HCO (Haagse Centrum voor Onderwijsbegeleiding) and is 
busy in many international schools in and around The Hague. She also sees kids and teen-agers for 
counselling and psychotherapy at her offices in the Archipel practice.  Originally from Canada, 
Katherine obtained her BA (Hon) from St Mary’s University in Psychology and Masters of Applied 
Science in Child and Educational Psychology from the University in Waterloo.  Her oldest children are 
now in University but she still has a young teen- ager at home.  She is something of a procrastinator 
herself and loves neuroscience so she finds this topic both fun and fascinating. 

 

May 19th: no lesson (Test week Y10). Students work on their personal Challenger project at home.  
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26th May: lesson by Dr. Martin Rohde on: Nuclear Energy. 
 
How does nuclear energy work? How safe is it? What happened in Fukushima? How long does 
nuclear waste remain dangerous? Can we make nuclear energy safer and cleaner? Dr. Martin Rohde 
tries to answer these questions in this lesson by using, amongst other things, … candy bars. 
 
Dr. Martin Rohde is assistant professor at the TU Delft. He loves performing research and giving 
lectures and is interested in the physics behind nuclear energy, medical radio-isotopes and basically 
everything. 
 
May 26th: lesson by Arjan Baks on: Hollywood in Courtrooms? 
 
All international courtrooms in The Hague are nowadays heavily using technology to assist them in 
daily operations. Information Technology for evidence and transcript production, technology for 
multiple channel simultaneous interpretation and TV technology for recording, storing and 
broadcasting all Judicial proceedings. Broadcasting court sessions is, within the possibilities of local  
jurisdictions, also used worldwide more and more to inform the general public and allow them an 
inside view on criminal and other proceedings. 
On a regular basis footage from courtrooms around the world appears on national TV stations and 
international news stations like CNN, BBC world and Al Jazeera. High profile trials, televised over the 
recent years from international courtrooms, are for instance the trial of Slobodan Milosevic and 
other former high ranking Yugoslav officials, Charles Taylor, the Pan-Am Lockerbie bombing trial and 
very recently, Kenyatta the current president of Kenya. This public exposure brings multiple 
challenges for the Courts with respect to; finding a balance between openness and confidentiality of 
the proceedings, equal and fair exposure of parties and participants, observing the decorum of the 
court but also honouring and observing the rights of the accused while on the other hand "the press" 
has high demands and the need for informative, sometimes even sensational TV footage. Finding this 
balance, observing and or trying to meet the demands of all parties involved, in a technically and 
operationally flawless working courtroom, while applying all the rules and challenges of TV 
production, is my daily work.   
 
Mr. Baks has been working for the last 10 years for the International Criminal Court in the Court 
Management Section as the Courtroom Operations Officer. In that capacity he is in charge of all the 
Television and IT technology used inside ICC Courtrooms. Before that he worked for many years for 
the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the Special Court  
for Sierra Leone and advised other courts like, the Scottish Court in the Netherlands (Pan-Am 
Lockerbie trial) and several national courts throughout the world. Before his career in the UN, he 
worked for commercial and public Television stations in the Netherlands and abroad as a 
cameraman, post production editor and director of Television. 
 
 

June 2nd: Lesson by Jurriën van der Horst on ‘The European Union’. 

In the lesson, students will learn about the history and the functioning of the European Union 
including the roles of the different institutions such as the Council, the European Parliament and the 
European Commission. 
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We will discuss how the EU is affecting our daily lives, what are the positive and negative aspects of 
the introduction of the Euro and what are elements the EU should focus on, or which problems 
should be tackled by the EU. 
  
Mr. van der Horst studied Business Administration. He started his career with an Investment Firm. In 
2003, he joined the Diplomatic Service of the Netherlands. Mr van der Horst worked at the Economic 
Section of The Dutch Embassy in Tel Aviv, Israel. After postings in The Hague and  
Japan, He has been responsible for Economic Cooperation with China. 
Currently, He works as a policy coordinator in the Europe Department and he is dealing with 
Germany at The Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
 
 
June 9th: Tedx at ISH. The theme’ beyond boundaries’. Challenger students support the event. 

16th June: lesson by Yarona van der Horst: High tea and Student’s presentations.   

We are honoured to have these lecturers who agreed to come to ISH and to share their knowledge 
and experience with our students. 

The programme can still be subject to minor changes. 

Yarona van der Horst 

Coordinator Challenger Project at ISH 
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