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The Challenger Project at ISH, October to March 2014- 2015 

The Challenger Programme for Y8-Y9  

28th October: Lesson by Yarona van der Horst: Introduction and Discussions: ‘what are 
My strengths? What are my goals? How can I reach them? 

Mrs. Van der Horst is an educational counselor and a specialist in gifted Education. 

4th November: Lesson by Dr. Simona and Dr. Oran Marvan on: Introduction to the 
Veterinary medicine in different aspects. 
 
Animals always took a part of our life. During the lesson we are going to introduce 
the veterinary medicine mostly in the companion animal clinic. 
Introduction to clinical veterinary practice - the patients, different diagnoses and 
procedures. 
During the lesson we are going to learn: 
What is the role of veterinarian doctor in animal and human health protection? And 
How does our day look like as a vet? 
 
Dr. Simona and Dr. Oran Marvan are the owners of The Animal Emergency clinic of 
the Hague Dierenkliniek Het Zicht. 
Dr. Simona graduated in University of Veterinary Medicine in Slovakia. Her 
specialisation is human and animal health protection.  
Dr. Oran is a veterinary consultant of the Emergency Veterinary Clinic and Avian 
Clinic of The Hague and South Holland region. Along side Dr. Oran Marvan daily 
veterinary work, he has vast experience in small animal orthopedics including the 
treatment of trauma patients, as well as treating Avian species. Dr Marvan is an 
active member of the ESVOT (European Society of Veterinary Orthopedics and 
Traumatology), and an active member of the Association of Avian Veterinary 
American and European. 

 
11th November: Lesson by Dr. Miriam Marchon on: "A healthy mind in a healthy 
body". 

Dr. Marchon will talk about challenges in sports and the impact on body and 
mind. Topics like:  
- What is the daily nutrition of a professional football player? 
- How does a training schedule of a triathlete look like? 
- Practice of mindfulness in sports. 
- How can we prevent sport injuries? 
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Dr. Miriam Marchon works as medical doctor since more than 20years with 
specialization in internal medicine and lung diseases but her special interest is in 
sports medicine. 
She lived in Germany and Czech republic before she moved to The Hague. 
 
She participated in several marathon and triathlon competitions, played 
handball in a school team and loves also skiing and snow bording. 
  
18th November: Lesson by Daniel Feakes on OPCW:’ Working for a world free of 
chemical weapons’. 
 
The Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW) based in The 
Hague was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2013 for its extensive efforts to 
eliminate chemical weapons. Daniel Feakes (Strategy and Policy Adviser at the 
OPCW) will explain how the OPCW works, why the international community 
negotiated a treaty banning chemical warfare and will encourage students to think 
about the ethical issues relating to the multiple uses of chemicals. Daniel has 
worked at the OPCW for five years, before which he worked as a Research Fellow 
at the University of Sussex in the UK.  
 
25th November Lesson by Carolyn Edgerton on:‘Disparity in Education’.  

Referring to recent Nobel Peace Prize Winner Malala Yousafazi, UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon spoke recently of the power of a girl with a book.  You may all 
know that promoting gender equality and empowering women across the world is 
one of the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals.  But what stops women 
and girls from going to school?  Can we do anything to change that?  Let's explore 
the root of the problem and let's think about some solutions! 

Mrs. Edgerton Works as a Trial Attorney with the Office of the Prosecutor at the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), located in The 
Hague.    

2nd  December: Lesson by Dr. Manuela Daian on: ‘The science of orthodontics’.  

Together we will explore what the science of orthodontics, why the orthodontic 
treatment is needed and how an orthodontic treatment can help us improve the 
function of the oro-facial system and facial esthetics. 
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 We will take a short trip through the history of orthodontics, the present and the 
future of orthodontics. We will see together how “smart” the braces in the present 
are, and what the possibilities of an orthodontic treatment are. 

And at the end of the presentation you will be an orthodontist for a little while… 

 

 

Dr. Manuela Daian is an orthodontist. She practices orthodontics in Rotterdam 
and she also teaches at the Academie Tandartsenpraktijk. She is an accredited 
orthodontist for Invisalign and lingual orthodontics.  

 

9th December: Trip to Space Expo. 
 
We are going to have a lesson about space and to visit the exposition. 
We meet on The Plaza at 11:20. We leave school at 11:30 and will be back to ISH at 
16:15hr. 
 
16th December: Lesson by Prof. Jonathan Silk on: Buddhism. 

Who are Buddhists? Why are they Buddhist? (In this respect, is there a difference 
between Buddhists in Asia and Buddhists in Europe or America?) 

What do Buddhists believe? What do they do? If we were to go to a Buddhist 
‘temple’, what would we see? 

Jonathan Silk is Professor in the Study of Buddhism at Leiden University, where he 
has taught since 2007. Before that he taught in the United States, including at Yale 
University and UCLA. He was born in Los Angeles, and received his PhD at the 
University of Michigan in 1994. During his undergraduate college days he had the 
opportunity to study in Kyoto, Japan, where he became interested in Buddhism, and 
he returned to Japan 10 years later. He specializes in the study of Buddhist 
scriptures, written in Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese. 

6th January: Lesson by Chef Leah Studer on: ’New Year’s food traditions around 
the world’.  

Each New Year’s, people around the world eat specific foods to summon good luck 
for the next 365 days. While some traditions call for noodles and others call for 
fruit, all the edibles connote forward movement, prosperity and health. In this 
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lesson, we will have a look at New Year’s food traditions around the world and we'll 
also cook a few too. Bring your aprons and your appetite! 

Leah Studer is a Chef de Cuisine, trained in Paris, France.  She has worked in 
restaurants in France and England. 

 

 

 

13th January: Lesson by Dr. Stephen Buskin on:‘How genetic affect teenagers now 
and in the future?’   
 
Dr. Buskin is Pediatrician and Classical Homeopath. He Works in the International 
Health Centre in The Hague and runs his own clinic called the Homeopathic Clinic 
for Children in Wassenaar. A clinic combining alternative and mainstream medicine. 
Dr. Buskin has worked in South Africa, Israel, England, Scotland, USA and The 
Netherlands. 
 

20th January: Lesson by Prof. Eric Van Egeraat on: ‘Architecture, it’s elementary!’ 

The process behind architecture, how does it work?  How do you make a floor plan? 
How do you make a model? How do you build a building?  Inform, excite, challenge 
and inspire the future of tomorrow. 

 Over 30 years of successful practice, Erick van Egeraat has built a highly diverse 
portfolio containing ambitious and high-profile projects in The Netherlands, 
Europe, the Middle East and the Russian Federation. He has led the realization of 
over 100 projects in more than 10 countries ranging from buildings for public and 
commercial use to luxury and social housing projects, projects for mixed use and 
master plans for cities and even entire regions. Each of these projects represents 
his very personal and expressive vision on architecture and urban development. 
Both Erick van Egeraat and his work have been the recipients of numerous 
international awards and citations such as the ‘Best high rise Architecture in Russia 
2013’ European Property Awards for the Mercury City Tower in Moscow, Russia, 
‘Best building 2012’ in Siberia for the Vershina Trade and Entertainment Centre in 
Surgut, Russia.  

Erick van Egeraat graduated from Delft University of Technology, Department of 
Architecture, with honourable mention in 1984 and was the co-founder of Mecanoo 
– the renowned avant-garde architects. In 1995 he established (EEA) Erick van 
Egeraat associated architects with offices in Rotterdam, Moscow, Budapest, 
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London and Prague. In order to better meet the demands of a portfolio as diverse 
as his, Erick van Egeraat successfully restructured his company early 2009 into what 
is now Designed by Erick van Egeraat. 

 

 

 

 

 

27th January: Lesson by Katherine Fortier on: Procrastination: Can Neuroscience 
help? 
 
Neuroscience is the study of how brain and behaviour are linked.  New advances in 
neuroimaging techniques like fMRI brain scans are making enormous contributions 
to the understanding of how brains work and why (and how) we do what we do.  Do 
you ever find yourself postponing, procrastinating, or putting off for later everyday 
tasks like homework, cleaning, or studying?  Leaving things until the last minute and 
scrambling to finish the night before it is due?  Why do we do that?  Is it the best 
way?  And when we do sit down to study, how can we get the most out of our 
brains?  This lesson will look at procrastination and studying and what neuroscience 
can teach you about being the captain of your own destiny.  
 
 Katherine Fortier is a Child and Educational Psychologist in private practice in The 
Hague.  She serves as a psycho-educational consultant to the HCO (Haagse 
Centrum voor Onderwijsbegeleiding) and is busy in many international schools in and 
around The Hague. She also sees kids and teen-agers for counselling and 
psychotherapy at her offices in the Archipel practice.  Originally from Canada, 
Katherine obtained her BA (Hon) from St Mary’s University in Psychology and 
Masters of Applied Science in Child and Educational Psychology from the 
University in Waterloo.  Her oldest children are now in University but she still has a 
young teen-ager at home.  She is something of a procrastinator herself and loves 
neuroscience so she finds this topic both fun and fascinating. 
 
3rd February: Lesson by Arjan Baks on: Hollywood in Courtrooms? 
 
All international courtrooms in The Hague are nowadays heavily using technology to 
assist them in daily operations. Information Technology for evidence and transcript 
production, technology for multiple channel simultaneous interpretation and TV 
technology for recording, storing and broadcasting all Judicial proceedings. 
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Broadcasting court sessions is, within the possibilities of local jurisdictions, also 
used worldwide more and more to inform the general public and allow them an 
inside view on criminal and other proceedings. On a regular basis footage from 
courtrooms around the world appears on national TV stations and international 
news stations like CNN, BBC world and Al Jazeera. High profile trials, televised 
over the recent years from international courtrooms, are for instance the trial of 
Slobodan Milosevic and other former high ranking Yugoslav officials, 
Charles Taylor, the Pan-Am Lockerbie bombing trial and very recently, Kenyatta the 
current president of Kenya. This public exposure brings multiple challenges for the 
Courts with respect to; finding a balance between openness and confidentiality of 
the proceedings, equal and fair exposure of parties and participants, observing the 
decorum of the court but also honoring and observing the rights of the accused 
while on the other hand "the press" has high demands and the need for informative, 
sometimes even sensational TV footage. Finding this balance, observing and or trying 
to meet the demands of all parties involved, in a technically and operationally 
flawless working courtroom, while applying all the rules and challenges of TV  
 
 
production, is my daily work.   
  
Mr. Baks has been working for the last 10 years for the International Criminal Court 
in the Court Management Section as the Courtroom Operations Officer. In that 
capacity he is in charge of all the Television and IT technology used inside ICC 
Courtrooms. Before that he worked for many years for the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
and advised other courts like, the Scottish Court in the Netherlands (Pan-Am 
Lockerbie trial) and several national courts throughout the world. Before his career 
in the UN, he worked for commercial and public Television stations in the 
Netherlands and abroad as a cameraman, post production editor and director of 
Television. 
  
 
 
10th February: Lesson by Yarona van der Horst: High tea and presentations. 

 

We are honoured to have these lecturers who agreed to come to ISH and to share 
their knowledge and experience with our students. 

The programme can still be subject to minor changes. 

Yarona van der Horst 
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Coordinator Challenger Project at ISH 
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