
Hi, I’m Ollie Quinton and I’m the coordinator of the Pathfinder Programme. Pathfinder 
is unique to ISH and in this part of the presentation I’d like to give you a background 
to the programme and how it works.



As you may know, Pathfinder was created at ISH almost three years ago and is a 

variation of the IB Middle Years Programme. We still work towards the same 

standards and objectives as any other MYP student at the school or around the world, 

but wherever possible we give students a choice about their learning.

In short, Pathfinder allows students to “direct their learning based on their interests, 

and develop the skills and attributes they need to make their way in the world and 

have a positive impact on it.”

Our aim in doing so is to harness a student’s intrinsic motivation for learning - that is, 

either learning for the simple joy of it or at least understanding it’s significance - and to 

help them create their own “story and mission”. By this we mean an account of the 

choices they’ve made about their learning and ambitions for the future, something that 

is essential for orienting themselves in the world and finding their own unique path 

through it.



We can do this because, as you will have heard already, the MYP is a curriculum 
framework built on concept-based inquiry. It gives schools the freedom to explore the 
big ideas that go across subject areas in a way that is relevant to their context. So 
whereas one school might choose to explore the concept of change through the 
Chinese Civil War, another might choose to explore it through the Renaissance.  
Every school will therefore effectively construct their own MYP curriculum. In 
Pathfinder, we take this a step-further and construct the MYP curriculum with each of 
our classes.



So how does this co-construction work in practice?

It’s a fluid process, but in general we follow this inquiry cycle.

First, we engage with new and existing ideas for projects and inquiries. Teachers plan 
various activities to stimulate curiosity and encourage students to share their ideas to 
find shared interests. We might also go on trips or welcome guest speakers, and we 
try to make connections between subjects.



Next we begin to focus on specific ideas for inquiries. Together, a plan is made for the 
questions to be explored, how it will happen and how learning will be demonstrated. 
Teachers help build links between subjects and make sure the essential curriculum 
for that subject is covered in the unit plans. Sometimes, this happens through a pitch 
system where students pitch their ideas and the teacher “pitches back”. Sometimes, 
inquiries emerge naturally.



Then we move into the main part of the inquiry cycle, which varies according to 
subject area. Students use a variety of methods to explore the questions they’ve 
identified. They organise and share their findings, and reflect on this to build a deeper 
conceptual understanding of the topic.

An inquiry might move between these stages a number of times as students explore 
the key questions of the inquiry. Again, it all depends on the subject.



Finally, in the impact stage, students reflect on what they’ve learned and where they 
might take it, including how they can use it to have a positive impact on the 
communities to which they belong.

It’s at this point that students also identify a personal learning goal to pursue. This can 
be about absolutely anything - they might want to dig deeper into a topic, master a 
skill or carry out a community project. Whatever it is, we want them to pursue 
personal excellence. Their teachers will support them in this, as well as developing 
the skills they’ll need for carrying out independent projects like the Personal Project in 
years 10 and 11 and the IAs of years 12 and 13.

One of the nicest events of the year is the Student-Led Conference, where students 
share their learning with family and friends. This gives them an opportunity to reflect 
on their learning goals and be proud of their achievements.



Although co-construction of the curriculum is at the heart of Pathfinder in all year 
groups, there is an important difference between the programme in year 7 to 9 and 
years 10 and 11.

In years 8 to 9, students follow the Pathfinder approach in English, Humanities, 
Science, Art and Design. But in years 10 and 11, Pathfinder can be chosen as an 
elective option alongside their other subjects. Here, students co-construct and carry 
out inquiries that involve multiple subject areas. So, for example, they might explore 
how art can be used to convey mathematical ideas or how neighbourhoods can be 
designed to support the sustainable development goals.  

We use the MYP interdisciplinary framework to structure the programme in years 10 
and 11, assessing each student's depth of subject knowledge, how they synthesise 
this knowledge to create understanding of interdisciplinary issues and how they 
communicate and reflect on this.



If you’re interested in joining Pathfinder, lookout for messages in January about how 
to sign-up to the programme. If you really can’t wait, you’re very welcome to contact 
me for more details.


