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Introduction 
Welcome to the IB Diploma course at the International School of the Hague.  You have 
now successfully completed Middle School education and you have decided to embark on 
the IB DP programme in order to gain skills and knowledge that prepare you for 
professional life or university and lifelong learning.  
 
A new academic challenge faces you. And the IB Diploma Programme is a real challenge: 
full of intellectual stimulation, opportunities for critical thinking and independent work. It is a 
two-year-program and leads to a qualification that is widely accepted at universities all 
over the world. It is a pre-university course, which means that you need to be academically 
able and motivated to study not only in class but also in your own time.  The two years 
require a willingness to commit to serious study and you need to be determined to keep to 
the deadlines for assignments as well as other requirements.  However, you should not 
forget that there are many rewards: you will get a qualification that is highly attractive to 
universities, not to mention a rich experience that goes well beyond studying academic 
subjects and which includes trips and outings. Furthermore you will learn to work in 
groups, set joint targets and achieve them. 
 
As a school we offer an academic and pastoral structure that supports you.  However, we 
also expect our students to grow in maturity and responsibility, so that you can 
increasingly organize your work load according to long term deadlines. Being reliable in 
meeting deadlines for more complex work is a great skill to acquire, as it prepares you for 
the approach to learning you will need at university.  
 
Offering a balance of support and ownership to our Year 12/13 students has proven 
successful at the ISH. We are proud of our IBDP results and the vast majority of our 
students move on to very good universities in the world. They find themselves well 
prepared for independent study and become responsible citizens of a global community.  
As a school we offer the framework, but it is really our students whose commitment and 
excellence contribute considerably to the quality of the education. If you want to be a part 
of this learning community you will encounter openness, expertise and a genuine interest 
in your success from our staff. You will also find friends and fellow learners from more than 
70 different countries.  
  
We believe that the IB Diploma Course at the ISH is a worthwhile and enriching 
experience and we wish you all the best.  
  
  
 
 
Katrin Fox 
Deputy Head, Upper School 
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The IB Learner Profile 
 
 
The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing 
their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and 
more peaceful world. 
 
IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 
Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global 
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 
Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and 
creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They 
work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 
Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and 
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility 
for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 
Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, 
and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 
communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, 
and are willing to grow from the experience. 
Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference 
to the lives of others and to the environment. 
Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 
Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance 
to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 
Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They 
are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their 
learning and personal development. 



 
The Philosophy of the International School of The Hague 

  
The International School of The Hague aims to provide high quality primary and secondary 
education for students of all nationalities. The school encourages and supports its 
students in all areas of their work and development. The ISH is a caring and friendly 
environment in which young people can discover their full potential in a truly international 
context. 
  
  
‘Learning is the heart of the International School of The Hague’ 
  
  
Mission Statement 
  
  
We seek: 
- to develop our students full potential 
- to be a community school based on honesty, fairness and respect 
- to foster global awareness and an understanding of international interdependence 
- to prepare students to be lifelong learners  
- to promote a healthy and well-balanced lifestyle 
- to make an active contribution to global, international and local communities 
  
  
We believe that this is best achieved by: 
- pursuing academic success 
- developing physical and creative ability 
- using international curricula 
- working in partnership with our students and their families  
- valuing the language and culture of The Netherlands as a rich learning resource 
- fostering and encouraging international–mindedness  
- responding sensitively to the full range of students educational needs   
- recognizing the importance of Mother Tongue languages and supporting their    
development 
- encouraging students to take part in a range of activities outside the formal curriculum 
- interacting with global, international and local communities through the exchange of    
resources and knowledge 
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Life in the Upper School 
Being the oldest students in the school brings privileges as well as responsibilities. 
Younger students often look at the way the older students behave and copy language and 
behavior. Therefore it is vital that our IBDP students are aware of being role models and 
act accordingly. IBDP students represent their school as part of the Student Council, ISST 
teams, Model United Nations and Global Network events and in other functions. They 
shape school life and help younger students academically and pastorally. 
During free periods IBDP students can use various areas to study, do research or to 
socialize. One area which is reserved for IBDP students only is the IBDP lounge. All IBDP 
students are responsible for keeping it tidy. The notice boards in the IBDP area, 
Managebac and the ISHmoodle offer the students the chance to find out about CAS 
activities, career information and also important notices from the teachers, Year Leaders 
and the Deputy Head Upper School. In addition, the Y12/13 screen informs about 
timetable changes and work set. It is the student‘s responsibility to check those boards, 
digital platforms and screens daily in order to obtain vital information and to act on the 
information published.  
  
Induction Course 
Students start the IB Diploma program with an induction course, which introduces them to 
vital areas of the course, e.g. CAS or TOK, as well as to the staff who will support them 
over the two years. They will reflect on study skills that will help them manage the 
challenges of the program. Last but not least, they will get to know the students in their 
year group and our resources, e.g. the resource centre. The course consists of a mixture 
of mentor sessions, plenary sessions and informal breaks. It also includes a CAS 
orienteering walk and takes place on the first day of Year 12.  
  
An IBDP Student’s Study Programme 
An IBDP student‘s timetable contains a considerable amount of ―free periods‖ in addition 
to classes, P.E., TOK, CAS and mentor hour. Those free periods are ideal to get work 
done during the day. They can be spent at home, in the Resource Centre, in the IBDP 
lounge, or with other students in the study areas. An IB Diploma student is expected to 
work on average for about 2.5 hours outside scheduled lessons each day, so it makes 
sense to use free periods.   
  
Planning is essential to manage the workload. The student will be given short term 
homework and long term assignments. Some work will be coursework already counting 
towards final grades, e.g. the lab reports in sciences, the TOK presentations and other 
assignments. The biggest assignment will certainly be the Extended Essay. It is the 
student‘s responsibility to be proactive in coping with all this work, as no-one will be able to 
do all of it the night before the work is due.  
  
Pastoral Care 
At ISH we safeguard the success of our students‘ learning through a pastoral structure 
that consists of a Deputy Head Upper School for the two IB Diploma Years, a Year Leader 
for each year and a team of mentors who are supported by a Counselor and Learning 
Support Team. The student will have the closest contact with the mentor, who works 
closely with the Year Leader and the Deputy Head Upper School to ensure that all 
students are supported in meeting the expectations of the program and our school 
community.  



The Role of the Mentor/ Mentor Hour 
Each student is assigned to a mentor. During regular meetings and conversations the 
mentor and students will get to know each other very well, so that individualized guidance 
is ensured. The mentor is the first person students and parents should contact in case of 
questions and concerns. He/she can be contacted via email 
(initial.lastname@ishthehague.nl). 
Mentor hour focuses on topics and study skills relevant to all students doing the IB 
diploma program. Some of the sessions are held in a plenary format, some are in mentor 
groups and some sessions are reserved for individual interviews. Students will be 
informed where to go for mentor period via the notice board and ISHmoodle.  
  
The Role of the Year Leader IBDP 
In addition to the mentors, a Year Leader maintains standards and ensures that 
expectations are met. A student will have an appointment with a Year Leader if a matter is 
considered of serious behavioral or academic concern.  
  
The Role of the Deputy Head Upper School 
The Deputy Head Upper School oversees the Diploma Programme and is responsible for 
all students doing the IB Diploma in our school. He/she ensures that the quality of the 
program is maintained, develops the curriculum and supports the Year Leaders and 
mentors in their work.  
  
School Rules 
Being an IB Diploma student means that a student has gained the privilege of being 
treated as a mature learner who can be trusted to organize his/her work outside class and 
to behave in a responsible way. The fact that a student in the Diploma Programme is 
allowed to leave campus during the lunch period and when he/she has got 4 untaught 
lessons reflects the school‘s trust in its students. However, this trust is a privilege. If a 
student does not accept the rules that apply to IBDP students regarding attendance of 
lessons and behavior he/she will see some privileges taken away. It is important that all 
students familiarize themselves with the rules and procedures, as we expect them to be 
followed.  Ignorance is not a valid excuse! School rules and procedures are there to 
support the learning process of all students in our community.  
  
Absences 
All students are expected to attend lessons unless they have a valid excuse.  Having to 
catch up on work for other subjects is not a valid excuse.  Parents/guardians should report 
absences to the school (phone or email) before 8.00 on each day an absence occurs. 
Attendance is recorded for all lessons. Unexcused absence lists will be posted in the IBDP 
area on a weekly basis. It is the responsibility of the student to check these lists. He/she 
has 3 days to provide letters of excuse for any unexcused absences. If, after 3 days, 
unexcused absences still remain, disciplinary measure will be taken. When unexcused 
absences have reached a total of 16 hours, the Dutch truancy office (Leerplicht) will be 
notified. 
  
Meeting School Expectations 
Expectations for student attitudes, work ethic and behavior inside and outside the 
classroom are clearly outlined in our student charter, in guides, assemblies, by mentors 
and teachers. We consider lateness, inattention, lack of respect towards classmates or  
staff, inappropriate use of language or noise, failure to complete homework on time and 
lack of school equipment (book, pen, pencil, paper, previous handouts etc) as 
unacceptable. Especially in the IB Diploma years it is vital that all students focus on 
lessons and feel safe in their environment, as the academic expectations are high. So 
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each student should contribute to the smooth running of our program by meeting these 
expectations. 
 
Consequences of Not Meeting School Expectations 
Step One: the student is obliged to attend a study afternoon. This sanction is issued for 
example for unexcused absences, lates, unacceptable behavior, missing homework, etc. 
The study afternoons take place on Tuesdays, period 8/9/10, and take priority over all 
other commitments. At the discretion of the Year Leader and Deputy Head Upper School, 
early morning detentions may be held for repeated lates. 
 
Step Two: The student is given a detention supervised by a Year Leader. This disciplinary 
measure is recorded in the school files and is issued for more serious offences, e.g. 
repeated truancy or repeatedly not meeting school expectations. The detention takes 
place after school from 4.35 to 5.15 and again takes priority over all other commitments.   
 
Step Three: The student is given a suspension. This is a very serious sanction and can be 
issued for not meeting major deadlines or indeed for an accumulation of offences.  
  
Parents/guardians are notified of study afternoons, detentions and suspensions.  
Detentions and suspensions will also be recorded in the school files.  Please bear in mind 
that attendance, completeness of coursework and behavior are also considered for 
promotion into Year 13. 
  
Special Arrangements for IBDP Internal Deadlines 
  Perhaps the most common cause of students performing badly in the IB Diploma 
Programme is a failure to keep up to date with work. Missing IBDP Internal Assessment 
deadlines is particularly serious and will be treated more severely than not handing in a 
piece of homework.  
 
Generally a student needs a doctor‘s note if he/she is sick on the day of an internal 
assessment deadline, a presentation or an oral.  
In addition the student needs to inform the teacher by email that he/she will not be in 
school. Then the oral/presentation will be rescheduled and a deadline extended to the day 
the student is back in school. If there is no Doctor‘s note parents/guardians will be 
contacted and a record kept. 
 
Failure to keep a second appointment will be taken even more seriously. Unless a medical 
note is available parents/guardians will be asked to come in and suspension may result. 
 
Key Staff for the Upper School 
Deputy Head, Upper School …………………………………….…………………… Ms Fox  
Leader, Year 12…………………………………….…………………………………….Dr Hogg 
Leader, Year 13……………………………….……………………………………. Ms Harrison  
IBDP Co-ordinator………………………………………….…………………………Mr Verloop  
CASCo-ordinator………………………………….……………………………………Ms Jannink  
Careers Counselors …………………………………Mr Van Vliet, Mrs Austin and Mrs Foster 
Co-ordinator for school assisted Self-taught and tutored Languages…………Ms Ponsteen 
Co-ordinator of World literature for school assisted self taught languages  Ms Bergman 
 
Mentors 
Mr Andreadis  Ms Austin    
Mr Veken  Ms Scott    
Mr Verloop  Mr den Exter   
Ms Cruz  Ms Veeneklaas   



Ms Trumic  Mr Dickinson  
Mr Callejón-Torres  Mr Heseltine   
  
                                                                        
The IB Diploma 
The International Baccalaureate (IBDP) Diploma Programme is a comprehensive and 
rigorous two-year curriculum, leading to examinations, for students aged between sixteen 
and nineteen. Based on no national syllabus, it is a deliberate compromise between the 
specialization required in some national systems and the breadth preferred in others. The 
general objectives of the IBDP are to provide students with a balanced education; to 
facilitate geographic and cultural mobility; and to promote international understanding 
through a shared academic experience. In the more than 30 years since its founding, the 
IB Diploma has become a symbol of academic integrity and intellectual promise. The 
student who satisfies its demands demonstrates a strong commitment to learning, both in 
terms of the mastery of subject content and in the development of the skills and discipline 
necessary for success in a competitive world. 
  
General Conditions for an IB Diploma 
Full details are available at http://www.ibo.org 
Students should study: 

• Six subjects of which at least 3 must be at Higher Level  
• At least two languages of which at least one must be an 'A' language.  
• At least one science  
• At least one Individuals in Society subject 
• Mathematics (any level)  

  
Students must also satisfy IBDP conditions in Creativity, Action and Service (CAS), Theory 
of Knowledge (TOK) and Extended Essay.  
  
Theory of Knowledge  
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) is an important and integral part of the IB course. Students 
cannot be awarded the IB Diploma if they have not completed a TOK course, even if they 
have completed all other subject requirements. 
  
TOK is not a `subject' in the strict sense of the word - it is designed to encourage new 
knowledge and increase a student's understanding of what he/she has already learned 
and to help the student to reflect upon it. 
  
Assessment 
As an integral part of the IBDP programme, TOK is subject to assessment. Throughout the 
course students will be required to take an active part in class discussions and be willing 
to reflect on and use all elements of the course in the two formal areas of assessment: 
 

• Area 1:  A presentation dealing with contemporary issues assessed internally (with 
the possibility of external moderation).This is normally completed in Year 12 with 
the better of the two being used as a third of the final grade.  

 
• Area 2:   An essay of between 1200 and 1600 words in length on a title chosen 

from the IB prescribed list. This essay is externally assessed and accounts for two 
thirds of the final TOK grade. 

  
Failure to complete the assessment and subject requirements results in the awarding of an 
'N' grade for TOK and thus excludes the student from receiving an IB Diploma. 

http://www.ibo.org/diploma/curriculum/index.cfm?text_size=1
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Extended Essay 
In a 4,000 word essay each student has the opportunity to investigate a topic of special 
interest. The essay requirement acquaints IBDP students with the kind of independent 
research and writing skills expected by universities.  The IB recommends that a student 
devotes a total of about 40 hours of private study and writing time to the essay. It may be 
written in one of 60 subjects, including many languages; however, it is advisable for 
students to choose a topic from a subject they are taking, preferably at Higher Level. The 
essay is expected to occupy approximately 40 hours and must be done under the direct 
supervision of an appropriate teacher at this school. For further details see the dedicated 
section on the Extended Essay later in this guide and the Extended Essay Booklet. 
  
Bonus Points Matrix  
Depending on the final assessment of the Theory of Knowledge and Extended Essay  
components, up to three bonus points can be awarded for the diploma. 
 
Extended  
Essay                                    Theory of Knowledge 
 
       Excellent        Good      Satisfactory  Mediocre     Elementary   Not 

submitted 
Excellent +3 

 
+3 +2 +2 Failing 

condition 
+1 

N 

Good +3 
 

+2 +1 +1 Failing 
condition 

N 

Satisfactor
y 

+2 
 

+1 +1 0 Failing 
condition 

N 

Mediocre +2 
 

+1 0 0 Failing 
condition 

N 

Elementary Failing 
condition 
+1 

Failing 
condition 

Failing 
condition 

Failing 
condition 

Fail N 

      Not 
Submitted 

N N N N N N 

 
For example, a candidate who writes a GOOD Extended Essay and whose performance in 
Theory of Knowledge is judged to be SATISFACTORY, will be awarded +1 bonus point. 
Whereas a candidate who fails to submit an Extended Essay will be awarded N for the 
Extended Essay, will score no bonus points, and will not be awarded a Diploma 
irrespective of all other grades. 
 
 
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 
 
Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) 

CAS is a fundamental part of the Diploma Programme, which aims to help students achieve a 
healthy, enduring balance between their academic endeavours and various pursuits outside of 
lessons. We encourage students to cultivate a range of meaningful activities through which they 
learn from their experiences. Students reflect upon the benefits of CAS participation to themselves 
and others, addressing the eight CAS Learning Outcomes in an online recording system. 



Activities fall into one or more of the following categories: Creativity is interpreted broadly to include 
a wide range of arts activities as well as the creativity students demonstrate in designing and 
implementing projects. Action can include not only participation in individual and team sports but 
also taking part in expeditions. Service encompasses a host of community and social service 
activities. Examples include helping children with special needs, visiting hospitals and working with 
refugees or homeless people. 

The support structure at school includes the CAS coordinator who is responsible for facilitating and 
communicating a varied choice of activities and expectations. He/She also supports all those 
involved as well as monitors the overall progress of the students. CAS advisors provide individual 
guidance for the students and activity supervisors give feedback on student participation. Students 
are expected to be involved in CAS activities for the equivalent of at least three to four hours each 
week during the two years of the programme. Students who fail to satisfy all the diploma 
requirements (including CAS) are awarded a certificate for the examinations completed rather than 
the full diploma. 

Award of the IB Diploma 
Below is a selection of the most important official IBDP rules relating to the IB diploma.  
  
Performance in each of the six IB diploma subjects is graded on a scale of 1 point 
(minimum) to 7 points (maximum). A maximum of 3 points is awarded for combined 
performance in Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. The maximum total 
Diploma Programme point score is therefore 45. Submission of an Extended Essay and 
the Theory of Knowledge components is compulsory for award of the diploma. 
 
The IB awards both a diploma and certificates. Most universities require the full IB 
Diploma.   The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 24, 25, 26 
or 27 points, provided all the following requirements have been met: 
a) numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the Diploma 
b) an approved programme of CAS has been completed 
c) grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both Theory of Knowledge and 
an extended essay, with a grade of at least D in both of them 
d) there is no grade 1 in any subject 
e) there is no grade 2 at higher level 
f) there is no more than one grade 2 at standard level  
g) overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below 
h) at least 12 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who register 
for four higher level subjects must gain at least 16 points at higher level) 
i) at least 9 points have been gained on Standard Level subjects (candidates who 
register for two standard level subjects must gain at least 6 points at standard level) 
j) the final award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of malpractice 
  
The IB diploma will be awarded to a candidate whose total score is 28 points or above, 
provided all the following requirements have been met: 
a) numeric grades have been awarded in all six subjects registered for the diploma 
b) an approved programme of CAS has been completed 
c) grades A to E have been awarded for both Theory of Knowledge and an Extended 
Essay, with at least a grade D in one of them 
d) there is no grade 1 in any subject 
e) there is no more than one grade 2 at higher level 
f) there are no more than two grades 2 at standard level 
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g) overall, there are no more than three grades 3 or below 
h) at least 11 points have been gained on higher level subjects (candidates who register 
for four higher level subjects must gain at least 14 points at higher level) 
i) at least 8 points have been gained on standard level subjects (candidates who register 
for two standard level subjects must gain at least 5 points at standard level) 
j) the final award committee has not judged the candidate to be guilty of malpractice. 
  
A maximum of three examination sessions is allowed in which to satisfy the requirements 
for the award of the IB diploma. 
  
Award of IB Certificates 
Certificate candidates will receive a certificate indicating the results obtained in individual 
subjects. An IB diploma candidate who fails to satisfy the requirements for the award of an 
IB diploma will be awarded a certificate indicating the grades obtained in individual 
subjects, together with results in Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay and the 
completion of a CAS programme. A Diploma candidate wishing to offer more than six 
subjects may register as an Extra Certificate candidate for the extra subjects at either 
Higher Level (HL) or Standard Level (SL). Certificates are not available for the Extended 
Essay, Theory of Knowledge or CAS.  
  
The Bilingual Diploma 
A bilingual diploma will be awarded to a successful candidate who 
(a) takes two languages A, or 
(b) takes examinations in at least one of the subjects from group 3 or 
group 4 in a language other than that offered in group 1.  
This means students at ISH who, for example, take Dutch A (Higher or Standard)  
will get the bilingual diploma. Students taking English A and Dutch A will also get a 
bilingual diploma but students taking English A and Dutch B will not. 
  
School-assisted self-taught languages 

 The self-taught option is available only in languages A literature at the Standard 
Level (SL).  A candidate may register for an examination in a language A at 
Standard Level (SL) as a self-taught candidate only in the following circumstances:  

 where no teacher of the language is available  
 where an external teacher/tutor is unable to see the candidate on a frequent and 

regular basis and is therefore unable to meet the internal assessment requirements 
for Group 1  

 The self-taught candidate normally may not offer an Extended Essay in either the  
language or literature of her/his language A . 
  
Responsible and ethical behavior 
Candidates are required to act in a responsible and ethical manner throughout their 
participation in the Diploma Programme and examinations. In particular candidates must 
avoid any form of malpractice. 
 
The IB defines malpractice as behavior that results in, or may result in, the candidate or 
any other candidate gaining an unfair advantage in one or more assessment components. 
Malpractice includes: 
• plagiarism: this is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another person 

as the candidate's own. 
• collusion: this is defined as supporting malpractice by another candidate, as in allowing 

one's work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another. 
• duplication of work: this is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 



assessment components and/or diploma requirements. 
• any other behavior which gains an unfair advantage for a candidate or which affects 

the results of another candidate (for example, taking unauthorized  
• material into an examination room, misconduct during an examination, falsifying a CAS 

record, disclosure or receipt of confidential information about examinations). 
 
The IB must be informed by a candidate's school if it suspects any malpractice in relation 
to a candidate's work after the work or an internal assessment mark has been submitted to 
the IB. In such cases, or when an examiner suspects malpractice, the school will be 
required to conduct an investigation and provide the IB with relevant documentation 
concerning the case. An IB diploma, or a certificate, may be withdrawn from a candidate at 
any time if malpractice is subsequently established. 
 
The IB issues the following guidelines on ethical practice: 
―The Diploma Programme requires academic rigor and active student involvement in all 
aspects of the curriculum. It places a strong emphasis on the ideals of international 
understanding and responsible citizenship. The aim of all IB programmes is to develop 
internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared 
guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world. Behaving and 
learning in an ethical way means students will observe the following practices: 
 
• Students will exercise academic honesty in all aspects of their work. They will 
acknowledge the work of others, including material taken from other sources. They will not 
claim as their own the work of others. They will not give their work to others to pass off as 
their own. They will observe the integrity of the examination room. 
• Laboratory or field experiments and investigations will be undertaken in an ethical way. 
– No experiments involving other people will be undertaken without their written consent 
and their understanding of the nature of the experiment. 
– No experiment will be undertaken that inflicts pain on humans or live animals. 
– No experiment or fieldwork will be undertaken that damages the environment. 
• No artwork, performance or film will be undertaken that damages the environment. 
• No artwork, performance or film will include excessive or gratuitous violence or explicit 
sexual activity. 
• All presentations will respect the personal, political and spiritual values of others and will 
contain no intention to offend in remarks about race, gender or religious beliefs. 
 
ISH Policy Statement concerning Academic Honesty 
"To be a community based on honesty" is one of the mission statements of the ISH. ISH 
students of all ages are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in their 
academic work. Cheating of any kind, whether in homework, class tests or examinations is 
not tolerated. Cheating is defined as using a source or the work or help of another without 
acknowledgement and using any forbidden materials in a test or examination situation. 
Malpractice or attempted malpractice will have serious consequences for students of all 
ages, including the possibility of cancellation of work and grades. 
  

The ISH provides instruction in academic honestv for students through:  
• the induction programme at the beginning of the IBDP course  
• the distribution of IBDP rules and regulations and the explanation of these  
• the distribution of ISH and IBDP guidelines for the production and presentation of 

specific work such as the Extended Essay, TOK and world literature essays etc.  
• the individual subject teacher  
• the Mentor, Year Leaders and Deputy Head Upper School 
• the IBDP Coordinator  
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ISH students following the IBDP course are given instruction in:  
• using document source material in a formal and appropriate manner  
• the appropriate use of direct quotation  
• the concept of plagiarism 
• the working of the ‗Turnitin‘ website  
• the permissible use of calculators and non-permissible uses e.g. storage of illegal 

information during exams and tests 
• the correct use of source material gained from the Internet, printed matter, CD ROM 

etc.  
• the honest presentation of work which is the product of a group  
• ways of acknowledging contributions and help from other persons  
• what constitutes cheating in the IBDP course and its examinations  
• the consequences of cheating  

  

It is made clear to students that cheating means:  
• copying the internal assessment work or coursework of another student  
• giving another student their own work to copy or use as his/her own  
• doing homework, lab work or writing essays for another student  
• presenting work done by another student as their own  
• using notes during a test or examination unless permitted by the teacher  
• using in an examination formulae or other forbidden information stored in a 

calculator  
• introducing such information, whether used or not, into the examination room  
• presenting research and/or ideas from another person/organisation as your own 

work  
  

ISH students studying for the IBDP understand that an honest student: 
• acknowledges in a clear, formal and appropriate manner the use of all source 

material  
• uses direct quotation appropriately and acknowledges sources clearly  
• acknowledges work which is the product of a group or team  
• acknowledges explicitly and appropriately help provided by another person  
• understands the concept of plagiarism  
• understands the consequences of cheating whether in school work, course work or 

examinations  
 

Promotion into Year 13 
This depends upon satisfaction of all of the following requirements:  
• a successful final year grade: 24 points minimum + 12 minimum at Higher Level.  
• the December exams count for 20%, the Summer exams 50% and year work 30%. 
• satisfactory progress on the Extended Essay as judged by the essay supervisor 
• satisfactory progress of CAS as judged by the CAS coordinator 
• satisfactory progress in TOK 
• all course work up to date 
• a good record of attendance and punctuality 
  
The IBDP grades on a scale from 1 to 7, with 7 highest. The school generally uses  
the percentage boundaries given below:  
 
Very poor 1 1% 
Poor 2 15% 
Mediocre  3 30% 
Satisfactory 4 45% 



Good 5 55% 
Very Good 6 70% 
Excellent 7 85% 
 
 
Resit examinations at the end of Year 12 
In case a student has failed the promotion criteria in regards to subject grades, the school 
can decide to offer resit examinations on the last Thursday in the summer break in order to 
allow the student to revise over the summer and obtain the necessary grades for 
promotion. Students will only be allowed to re-sit a maximum of two subjects (oral and 
written exams in a single language count as one subject).  
 
Based on the June report the Deputy Head will compile a list of re-sit candidates. 
The Year Leader will inform the students that they have re-sit exams and when they 
should attend school to sit the papers. 
It is the responsibility of the student to collect any textbooks or materials needed to study 
over the summer and to attend school on the Thursday set for the re-sit examinations. 
Failure to show up (without good reason) will result in automatic failure. 
Re-sits will be marked according to ISH and subject area criteria. The re-sit results 
substitute for the June exam and will be added to January exam and overall year work to 
constitute the Year Grade, which determines promotion.  
 
Physical Education 
During the IB programme, the ISH offers students a wide variety of physical experiences 
in order to acquire knowledge and understanding of movement and to show how these 
correlate to a healthy lifestyle. As well as to prepare the students to for participation in 
sports, both now and in the future. 
All IB students follow an Activity Programme for two lesson hours per week.  One activity 
period lasts five weeks, after which attendance, effort and attitude will be evaluated. 
Options offered at the ISH include: 
 

  
  
  
 
 

 
The Physical Education programme can also be used by the students as one of their CAS 
activities. 
 
After-school Clubs 
Students may also choose to participate in various after-school clubs and teams.  These 
teams play matches against local schools; compete in local tournaments, and in the 
International Schools Sports Tournaments.   
We welcome suggestions for new activities to the after-school programme. 
 
Resource Centre 
The Resource Centre is an active center for research, leisure reading and literature 
appreciation. It aims to provide appropriate materials for study, revision and research in 
the IB diploma programme. Such materials include a wide variety of books, magazines, 
newspapers, and CD-ROMs in English, French, Dutch, Spanish and German. The 
Resource Centre is open from 8:25 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Students in Years 12 and 13 may 

Self - Defence American football Basketball 
Volleyball Football Squash 
Fitness Golf Table tennis 
Badminton Tennis Gymnastics 
Rugby Field hockey   
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borrow up to twelve books or magazines at a time, usually for three weeks.  Exceptions to 
this rule are made at the discretion of the librarians.  Photocopying of Resource Centre 
materials is allowed free of charge. 
  
The school librarians, together with an assistant and a number of helpful parent 
volunteers, are available during school hours. They take an active role in advising students 
in locating the materials and in research techniques. They also participate in Mentor group 
activities centering on research and revision skills.  
  
With the help of a modern, computerised catalog, students can easily search the Resource 
Centre collection. The up-to-date CD-ROM collection consists of a good number of 
encyclopedias, as well as electronic magazine and newspaper articles. The strength of the 
electronic collection lies in the sciences and current international events thanks to 
subscriptions to databases such as Global NewsBank and New Scientist, among others. 
These databases, in particular, are very useful for projects in Theory of Knowledge course. 
The Resource Centre strives not only to hold current and relevant materials, but also 
includes input from the teachers and students for future purchases. Students in Year 12 
have a unique opportunity to learn more about the Resource Centre by volunteering their 
time and assisting in a range of Resource Centre activities while earning CAS points. 
  
In case the offerings of the Resource Centre are not satisfactory, students can take 
advantage of the vast collection of titles in the local public libraries. The librarian assists in 
searching those libraries online, if requested. Since the School Resource Centre and the 
Dutch libraries use a similar classification system (based on Dewey Decimal System), it is 
possible for students even with a limited knowledge of Dutch to use the local libraries with 
ease. 
  
THIMUN and MUNISH 
As outlined by the THIMUN Instructional Guide, MUN main aims are to advance the 
interests of international education across national boundaries through the promotion of 
interaction and dialogue between young people from a variety of countries and school 
systems and to develop in students awareness of issues of international concern in our 
world today. 
  
Our school has a very strong MUN group. In early November we hold MUNISH (our own 
Model United Nations event), which is entirely organised and run by students in Years 12/ 
13. The MUNISH Conference is affiliated to THIMUN, The Hague Model United Nations, 
which is the largest MUN conference in the world and whose foundation holds a seat as 
an NGO in the UN General Assembly. MUNISH is itself the second-largest MUN 
conference in the Netherlands, and is proud to be providing a good environment for high-
quality debate and an enjoyable conference for its upcoming 16th annual conference. 
  
All students in Year 12 are welcome to participate in the programme.  
 
Careers Guidance 
Clearly the IB diploma is only one step in the future career of our students. All students 
entering from Year 11 have already had the opportunity of an interview with a careers 
advisor. Once in the IBDP, students are expected to take an active and responsible 
interest in their own future. At ISH, the careers counselors are there to provide information 
and advice but it is up to students (and parents) to take decisions for themselves. 
Furthermore it is the students‘/parents‘ responsibility to check that their IBDP package 
meets any specific requirements of the University/country they identify as the one where 
the student would like to study in.  



  
Many of our students go on to study a growing number of courses offered in English at 
various Dutch universities and colleges. About 5% to 10% go on to take university courses 
taught in Dutch and about 20% apply to the UK. Some students apply to colleges in other 
countries around the world such as the US and Canada.  
  
In Year 12 all students take a careers aptitude test known as the Centigrade Test. They 
also are encouraged to visit the Studie Beurs (a Careers Fair held in Utrecht) held each 
year with information on courses available in Holland and abroad and University Open 
Days of the University they intend to apply to after DP.   
 
There are various opportunities for students to find out information on educational systems 
in other countries, notably the UK, Canada and the US. Students should keep an eye on 
the notice board outside the careers office (B216) but also review the information given via 
the school website. While the Careers Centre has its own resources, increasingly all the 
information students need is easily accessible online.  
  
Perhaps the most important lesson to learn is that it is never too early to start planning for 
the future. As part of Year 12, students are encouraged to start writing personal 
statements (‗letters of motivation‘) which are increasingly required by colleges (including 
the Netherlands). IBDP students often find their CAS activities and Extended Essay as 
something useful to include. Students should bear in mind that many competitive courses 
are very interested in what students do for extracurricular activities. For example Medical 
Schools in the UK now often regard holiday experience in hospitals or the care sector as 
almost an indispensable part of a student application. It is also worth remembering that 
many ISH students are required to get a diploma with a minimum number of IBDP points. 
Some very competitive courses may require 38-43 IBDP points! 
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The IBDP model 
 

 
 
In addition to the Learner Profile, the Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge and CAS 
(Creativity, Action and Service), which are shown in the middle of the model, students 
make choices based on the six subject areas. 
 
 
Languages (Groups 1 and 2) 
 
The IBDP accepts all modern languages at different levels. At ISH we offer languages at A 
and B level and as Higher and Standard level courses.  Language A is the language that 
the students choose as their best language, one they have been using in an academic 
context. Language B is a language acquisition course improving linguistic competence and 
exploring culture(s) who speak the target language.  
At ISH Language and Literature is offered in English, Dutch, Spanish, French and 
German. Language A Literature is offered in English and Dutch. Finally, Language B is 
offered in English, Dutch, German, French and Spanish. Other languages A literature can 
be taken as school assisted self taught languages at Standard Level only.  

 
 Group1: Language A Literature and Language A Language and Literature  
 
Course Overview Language A Literature  
The Language A  Literature course is intended for students who have studied the 
language of the course at MYP Language A level or equivalent. The course aims to 
develop in students an understanding of the techniques involved in literary criticism and an 
ability to form independent literary judgments. Students will study a total of 13 texts at 
Higher Level and 11 texts at Standard Level. 
 



Course Structure 
Part 1: Works in translation  SL 2 works HL 3 works 
This part of the course is a literary study of works in translation, based on close reading of 
the works themselves. Through that study students are encouraged to appreciate different 
perspectives of people from other cultures and to consider the role that culture plays in 
making sense of literary works. 
Part 2: Detailed study   SL 2 works HL 3 works 
In this part of the course, the focus is on detailed analysis of a work, both in terms of 
content and technique. Each work studied must be from a different literary genre and by a 
different author. At HL one of the genres must be poetry. 
Part 3: Literary genres   SL 3 works  HL 4 works 
In Part 3, a group of works selected from the same literary genre is studied in depth. Each 
genre has recognisable techniques which we refer to as literary conventions and writers 
use these conventions, along with other literary features, in order to achieve particular 
artistic ends. 
Part 4: Options    SL 3 works HL 3 works 
Option 1: School based choice  
All works are freely chosen by the teacher. This option provides teachers with the 
opportunity to choose the approach that best suits their own interests and backgrounds, as 
well as those of their students. 
Option 2: The Study of Prose other than Fiction leading to various forms of student 
writing  
This option will acquaint students with various forms of writing which fall outside the realm 
of such fictional forms as novels or short stories. ‘Prose other than fiction‘ may include 
travel writing, autobiography, letters, essays, speeches, or more contemporary 
experiments in ―creative non-fiction.‖  
Option 3: New textualities  
This option provides an opportunity for students to study rapidly evolving text forms. 
Examples of such text forms are: graphic novels, hyper-text narratives, and fan fiction 
which blend media and defy easy categorization. 
Option 4: Literature and film In this option the three works at the centre of the study 
must be printed works and the study will focus on adaptation, re-mediation, comparative 
narrative strategies, or skills of reading and viewing. That is, it is not a media study unit. 
Assessment ( Higher level) 
The final IBDP grade will be based on externally assessed work (sent to the IB) and 
internally assessed work (assessed by the teacher and moderated by the IB). The 
breakdown is as follows: 
External assessment                               Weighting 70%  
 
Paper 1: Literary analysis: unseen commentary (2 hours)   20% 
Literary analysis of one unseen text  
 
Paper 2: Essay (2 hours)  
An essay based on at least two works studied in part 3    25% 
 
Written assignment 
A reflective statement and literary essay on one part one work  25% 
Reflective statement 300-400 words 
Essay 1200-1500 words 
 
 
Internal  assessment      Weighting  30% 
Individual oral commentary and interview ( 20 Minutes)  15%   
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Formal oral commentary on poetry with subsequent  questions (10 minutes) followed by 
and interview based   on one of the other works (10 minutes) 
Individual oral presentation (10-15 minutes)   15% 
Internally assessed and moderated 
 
Assessment ( Standard Level) 
The final IBDP grade will be based on externally assessed work (sent to the IB) and 
internally assessed work (assessed by the teacher and moderated by the IB). The 
breakdown is as follows: 
 External assessment                               Weighting 70%  
 
Paper 1: Literary analysis: unseen commentary (1 ½  hours)   20% 
Literary analysis of one unseen text in response to guided questions. 
 
Paper 2: Essay (1 ½  hours)  
An essay based on at least two works studied in part 3    25% 
 
Written assignment 
A reflective statement and literary essay on one part one work  25% 
Reflective statement 300-400 words 
Essay 1200-1500 words 
 
 
Internal  assessment      Weighting  30% 
Individual oral commentary  ( 10 Minutes)                       15%  
        
Formal oral commentary and questions 
Individual oral presentation (10-15 minutes)   15% 
Internally assessed and moderated through the part 2  Internal assessment task. 
 
 
 
Course Overview Language A: language and literature 
Language A:language and literature is intended for students who have studied the 
language of the course at MYP Language A level or equivalent. The course is 
divided into four parts; two relate to the study of language and two to the study of 
literature. The course aims to develop in students an understanding of how 
language, culture and context determine the ways in which meaning is constructed 
in texts. Both literary and non literary texts will be used to enable students to 
develop an appreciation of the nature, power and beauty of language and literature. 
  
Part 1: Language in cultural context 

In this part of the course students are given the opportunity to explore how language 
develops in specific cultural contexts, how it impacts on the world, and how 
language shapes both individual and group identity. Students studying this part of 
the course should pay particular attention to the role of language in relation to the 
many areas involved in the construction of meaning and understanding of particular 
issues in the world. 

 

 



Part 2: Language and mass communication 

In part 2 students consider the way language is used in the media. Mass media 
include newspapers, magazines, the internet (for example, social networking), 
mobile telephony, radio and film. This section also addresses the issue of how the 
production and reception of texts is influenced by the medium through which they 
are delivered. 

 

Part 3: Literature—texts and contexts  SL 2 works HL 3 works 

Meaning in a text is shaped by culture and by the contexts of the circumstances of 
its production. It is also shaped by what the reader brings to it. Literary texts are not 
created in a vacuum but are influenced by social context, cultural heritage and 
historical change. Through the close reading of literary texts, students are able to 
consider the relationship between literature and issues at large, such as gender, 
power and identity. Students should be encouraged to consider how texts build 
upon and transform the inherited literary and cultural traditions. The compulsory 
study of translated texts encourages students to reflect on their own cultural 
assumptions through an examination of work produced in other languages and 
cultures. 

 

Part 4: Literature—critical study   SL 2 works HL 3 works 

Close reading is considered to be a core skill in the understanding and interpretation 
of literature. By looking closely at the detail of literary texts, students develop 
awareness of their rich complexities and the intricacies of their construction.  

 

 

 

Assessment outline—SL 

 

Assessment outline Standard Level 

Assessment component 

 

Weighting  

External assessment (3 hours) 

 

70% 
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Paper 1: Textual analysis (1 hour 30 minutes) 

The paper consists of two unseen texts. 

Students write an analysis of one of these texts. (20 marks) 

 

Paper 2: Essay (1 hour 30 minutes) 

In response to one of six questions students write an essay based 
on both the literary texts studied in part 3. The questions are the 
same at HL but the assessment criteria are different. (25 marks) 

 

Written task 

Students produce at least three written tasks based on material 
studied in the course. Students submit one written task for external 
assessment. (20 marks). This task must be 800–1,000 words in 
length plus a rationale of 200–300 words. 

 

25% 

 

 

 

25% 

 

 

 

 

20% 

Internal assessment 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

 

Individual oral commentary 

Students comment on an extract from a literary text studied in part 
4 of the course. (30 marks) 

Students are given two guiding questions. 

 

Further oral activity 

Students complete at least two further oral activities, one based on 
part 1 and one based on part 2 of the course. 

The mark of one further oral activity is submitted for final 
assessment. (30 marks) 

 

30% 

 

 

 

15% 

 

 

 

 

15% 

 

Assessment outline Higher Level 



Assessment component 

 

Weighting  

External assessment (4 hours)   

 

Paper 1: Comparative textual analysis (2 hours) 

The paper consists of two pairs of unseen texts.   

Students write a comparative analysis of one pair of texts. (20 
marks) 

 

Paper 2: Essay (2 hours) 

In response to one of six questions students write an essay based 
on at least two of the literary texts studied in part 3. The questions 
are the same at SL but the assessment criteria are different. (25 
marks) 

 

Written tasks 

Students produce at least four written tasks based on material 
studied in the course. Students submit two of these tasks for 
external assessment. (20 marks for each task) 

One of the tasks submitted must be a critical response to one of 
the prescribed questions for the HL additional study. 

Each task must be 800–1,000 words in length; task 1 should be 
accompanied by a rationale of 200–300 words, while task 2 should 
be accompanied by a short outline. 

 

70% 

 

25% 

 

 

 

25% 

 

 

 

 

20% 

Internal assessment 

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and 
externally moderated by the IB at the end of the course. 

 

Individual oral commentary 

Students comment on an extract from a literary text studied in part 
4 of the course. (30 marks) 

30% 

 

 

 

15% 

 



25 

 

Students are given two guiding questions. 

 

Further oral activity 

Students complete at least two further oral activities, one based on 
part 1 and one based on part 2 of the course. 

The mark of one further oral activity is submitted for final 
assessment. (30 marks) 

 

 

 

 

15% 

 

 
Group 2: B Languages  
 
 
Languages B Higher/Standard Level (Dutch, English, French, German, Spanish) 
 
Languages B courses involve the target language taught as a second language (a Group 
2 subject on the IBDP Curriculum model) and are intended for students with prior 
experience of learning this language. The courses give students the possibility of reaching 
a high degree of competence in an additional language while exploring the culture(s) 
where the language is spoken. The courses aim to develop the students‘ linguistic 
competence and intercultural understanding. There is a common syllabus at SL and 
HL(with literature as an additional component of the HL course). Learning the language 
will be achieved through the development of listening skills, reading skills, writing skills and 
speaking skills. All skills will be practiced through a variety of activities in oral and written 
form. The course aims to develop intercultural understanding by exposing the student to 
different cultures within the target language.  
The successful language B student will be able to demonstrate competence in three 
distinct but interrelated areas: language (grammar, syntax etc.); message (effective 
communication skills) and format (using language appropriately in various cultural and 
social contexts).  
The differences between HL and SL are determined by the assessment objectives and 
details, the depth and breadth of syllabus coverage, and literature coverage.  
 
Course Structure 
A variety of lesson materials drawn from diverse media is explored during the course. 
Students should be involved in the selection of course materials and encouraged to take 
responsibility for their own language development. Students engage in activities that 
practice the four primary language skills (reading, writing, speaking and listening) in an 
integrated way. Links to areas of knowledge explored in TOK and other IB Diploma subject 
areas are also explored where appropriate.  
The  course comprises 5 topics. Those are 3 core topics and 2 options.   
3 Core Areas of Study  

1. 1. communication and media 
2. 2. global issues  
3. 3. social relationships 

2 Optional Areas of Study chosen from 
1. 1. Cultural diversity 
2. 2. Customs and traditions 



3. 3. Health 
4. 4. Leisure 
5. 5. Science and technology 

In additional HL students study 2 works of literature.  
All topics and literature will be studied within the context of the target language.  
 
Assessment (Higher Level) 
The final IBDP grade will be based on externally assessed work (sent to the IB) and 
internally assessed work (assessed by the teacher and moderated by the IB).  The 
breakdown is as follows: 
External Assessment   70% 
Paper 1 – Receptive skills  (25%)  Text-handling exercises – questions on 

5 written texts, of which one is of literary  
nature 
 

Paper 2- Written productive skills (25%)  Part A: One writing task  
Part B: response to a stimulus text 

 
Written Assignment:  (20%) creative writing based on one of the literary  

texts and rationale 
 
Internal Assessment   30% 
Individual Oral  (20%) presentation and discussion based on a  
  photo linked to an option  
Interactive Oral Activity   (10%)  the best of a minimum of 3 oral activities  

based on a core topic 
 
Assessment (Standard Level) 
The final IBDP grade will be based on externally assessed work (sent to the IB) and 
internally assessed work (assessed by the teacher and moderated by the IB).  The 
breakdown is as follows: 
 
External Assessment   70% 
Paper 1 – Receptive skills  (25%)  Text-handling exercises – questions on 

4 written texts 
 

Paper 2- Written productive skills (25%)  One writing task from a choice of five 
 
Written Assignment:  (20%) Creative writing based upon inter-textual  
  reading and rationale 
 
Internal Assessment   30% 
Individual Oral    (20%)  student presentation and discussion 

with teacher based on visual stimulus  
Interactive Oral Activity   (10%)  the best of a minimum of 3 oral activities 
 
 
Group 3: Individuals in Societies 
  
Business and management. 
 
Business and management is a rigorous and dynamic discipline that examines business 
decision-making processes and how these decisions impact on and are affected by 
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internal and external environments. It is the study of both the way in which individuals and 
groups interact in an organization and of the transformation of resources.  
 
The ideals of international co-operation and responsible citizenship are at the heart of DP 
Business and Management. The course encourages the appreciation of ethical concerns 
and issues of social responsibility in the global business environment. Student should be 
able to make sense of the forces and circumstances that drive and restrain change in an 
interdependent and multicultural world. The business and management course will 
contribute to students‘ development as critical and effective participants in local and world 
affairs. 
 
The aims of the Business & Management syllabuses at Higher Level and Standard Level 
are to: 
 

 Promote the importance of exploring business issues from different cultural 
perspectives 

 Encourage a holistic view of the world of business 
 Enable the students to develop the capacity to think critically about individual 

and organizational behavior 
 Enhance the students ability to make informed business decisions 
 Enable the student to appreciate the nature and significance of change in a 

local, regional and global context 
 Promote awareness of social, cultural and ethical factors in the actions of 

organizations and individuals in those organizations 
 Appreciate the social and ethical responsibilities associated with businesses 

operating in international markets 
 

Having followed the business and management course at higher level or standard level, 
students will be expected to: 

 
• Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of business terminology, concepts, 

principles and theories 
• Make business decisions by identifying the issue(s), selecting and interpreting data, 

applying appropriate tools and techniques, and recommending suitable solutions 
• Analyze and evaluate business decisions using a variety of sources 
• Evaluate business strategies and/or practices showing evidence of critical thinking 
• Apply skills and knowledge learned in the subject to hypothetical and real business 

situations 
• Communicate business ideas and information effectively and accurately using 

appropriate formats and tools 
In addition to the above, students at higher level will be expected to: 
• Synthesize knowledge in order to develop a framework for business decision 
making 

 
Higher level and standard level core 
Business organization and environment 
Human resources 
Accounts and finance 
Marketing 
Operations management 
 
Higher level only 



Business Strategy 
 
These topics will be covered in a variety of different methods. There will be individual and 
group work exercises and the majority of the syllabus will be studied through case studies 
and corresponding theory. 
  
Assessment 
Higher level 
Paper 1 (40%):                         Case study 
Paper 2 (35%):                         Structured questions 
Internal Assessment (25%):       Research Project 
  
Standard level 
Paper 1 (35%):                         Case study 
Paper 2 (40%):                         Data response questions 
Internal Assessment (25%) Written commentary 
  
Higher level students undertake a 2000 word project that is assessed internally 
  
Standard level students undertake a 1500 word written commentary based on three to five 
supporting documents that is assessed internally 
 
Prior Learning – No prior knowledge of business and management is necessary for 
students, however a familiarity with business concepts would be an advantage, as would 
completing the Business and Economics course in the IB Middle Years Programme.  
  
 
Economics  
 
The IB Diploma Programme economics course emphasizes the economic theories of 
microeconomics, which deal with economic variables affecting individuals, firms and 
markets, and the economic theories of macroeconomics, which deal with economic 
variables affecting countries, governments and societies. These economic theories are not 
to be studied in a vacuum—rather, they are to be applied to real-world 
issues. Prominent among these issues are fluctuations in economic activity, international 
trade, economic development and environmental sustainability. 
 
The economics course encourages students to develop international perspectives, fosters 
a concern for global issues, and raises students‘ awareness of their own responsibilities at 
a local, national and international level. The course also seeks to develop values and 
attitudes that will enable students to achieve a degree of personal commitment in trying to 
resolve these issues, appreciating our shared responsibility as citizens of an increasingly 
interdependent world. 
  

• develop disciplined skills of economic reasoning 
• develop an ability to apply the tools of economic analysis to past and contemporary 

situations and data, and to explain the findings clearly 
• develop an understanding of how individuals, organisations, societies and regions 

organise themselves in the pursuit of economic objectives 
• develop an ability to evaluate economic theories, concepts, situations and data in a 

way which is rational and unbiased 
• develop international perspectives that feature a respect for and understanding of 

the interdependence and the diversity of economic realities in which individuals, 
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organisations and societies function. 
  
Both higher land standard level students are tested in a variety of ways. There is internal 
assessment (20% of the total) in the form of an Economics portfolio in which students will 
write a commentary on current economic events. External assessment will take place in 
exams at the end of the programme: 
  
Higher Level                                                 Standard Level 
Paper 1:  Essay paper Paper 1:  Essay paper 
Paper 2:  Data response questions Paper 2:  Data response questions 
Paper 3:  Quantitative techniques 
               
For both levels no difficult Mathematics is involved apart from basic algebra. However it is 
necessary to be at home with graphs and be capable of rational thinking and expressing 
ideas in clear English. Students will need to be able to use data in a written, numerical and 
graphical form. IBDP economics is a start-up subject, i.e. the course assumes no prior 
knowledge. 
  
Students of economics would of course be well qualified for a job in business but other 
areas that might be considered would include international relations, journalism and law. 
 
 
Geography  
  
The Diploma Programme geography course integrates both physical and human geography, and 
includes elements of both scientific and socio-economic methodologies. This helps students 
develop an appreciation of, and a respect for, alternative approaches, viewpoints and ideas. The 
approach is thematic and presents opportunities to examine major issues and concerns of today. 
Through the study of geography the students develop an awareness of other cultures and their 
differences. In this way the subject helps to foster international understanding and respect for 
others. 
 
 At university level the study of geography either on its own or in combination with physics, 
chemistry, biology, economics, will offer broad career opportunities. A geography qualification will 
lead to careers in a wide range of fields such as: atmospheric science, geology, town and country 
planning, transport management, ecology, recreational management.  Having studied geography 
at IBDP level can be a real asset for any study to be taken at university as it provides student with 
a good knowledge of challenging issues of the future and a variety of skills.  
  
Aims 
The aims of the course at both higher and standard level are to enable students to: 

• encourage the systematic and critical study of human experience and behaviour; 
physical, economic and social environments, 

• develop the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate theories, 
concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and 
society, 

• enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of 
society, to test hypotheses, and to interpret complex data and source material, 

• develop an understanding of the interrelationships between people, places, 
spaces and the environment 

• develop a concern for human welfare and the quality of the environment, and an 
understanding of the need for planning and sustainable management, 

• appreciate the relevance of geography in analysing contemporary issues and 
challenges, and develop a global perspective of diversity and change. 

 



Syllabus 
 A core syllabus is compulsory for  both standard and higher levels. The core syllabus focuses on 
Patterns and Change which includes the four compulsory topics: 
Populations in transition 
Disparities in wealth and development 
Patterns in environmental quality and sustainability 
Patterns in resource consumption 
Accompanying the core is a series of options. The optional themes are a mixture of physical and 
human geography. For standard level students choose two options, for the Higher level 3 options 
are chosen. 
The options currently taught: 
B: Oceans and their coastal margins 
D:  Hazards and disasters – Risk assessment and response 
F:  Geography of Food and Health 
G: Urban environments 
 
The Higher level students also study the topic: 
Global Interactions 
 
An important compulsory component of the course is the internal assessment. This is an 
assessment based on fieldwork. The fieldwork leads to a written report (2,500 words) based on a 
fieldwork question, information collection and analysis with evaluation.  
 
Final Assessment 
  
 Higher Level Standard Level 
Paper 1 Core theme 25% 40%  
Paper 2  Options       35% 35% 
Paper 3 Global interactions 20%  ----- 
Internal assessment  20% (2,500 words) 25% (2,500 words)                   
 
 
History 
  
Historical knowledge is important in the modern world, where different cultures and 
traditions have to understand one another. The process of historical enquiry, explanation 
and interpretation involves provisional judgments based on qualitative evidence. These 
values of History can be profited from by individuals and societies in the widest context. 
 
History is a popular subject in both the Middle Years Programme (MYP) humanities course 
and in the Diploma Programme. Both courses seek to develop intercultural awareness 
through the study of contrasting cultures. The use of a range of historical sources and the 
communication of historical knowledge and judgments are encouraged and developed in 
the MYP humanities course and extended in the more specialized exploration of history in 
the Diploma Programme. 
 

http://occ.ibo.org/ibis/documents/dp/gr3/history/d_3_histx_gui_0803_1_e.pdf 
  
IBDP History at the ISH consists of an in-depth study of the following world history topics, 
covered by both Higher and Standard candidates. 

• Peacemaking, peacekeeping—international relations 1918–36 
• Causes, practices and effects of war 
• Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states 

 
Historical skills being developed and refined are: 
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• demonstration of historical understanding through the acquisition, selection  
and effective use of knowledge. 

• presentation of clear, concise, relevant and well-substantiated arguments 
• critical evaluation, interpretation and use of source material as historical  

evidence. 
• identification and evaluation of different approaches to, and interpretations  

of historical events and topics 
• explanation of the causes and effects of historical continuity and change  

  
Standard and higher level candidates are required to study a selection of world history 
topics from the period 1890 up to 1990. Within these topics a selection of case studies are 
taken, mainly from modern European and Russian/USSR history. Examples include 
Russia and the USSR-The rise and rule of Stalin, WW1 and WW2, Mao under China and 
Cuba under Fidel Castro. 
  
Higher level candidates are also required to study the period 1750 up to 1890, in addition 
to meeting the requirements of the standard syllabus. They study Post-Napoleonic Europe 
and the Congress System, the Unification of Italy and Germany, and Imperial Russia. 
 
 
Higher level candidates are also required to study the period 1815 up to 1924, in addition 
to meeting the requirements of the standard syllabus. They study Post-Napoleonic 
Europe, the Unification of Italy and Germany, Bismarck and Imperial Russia. 
 
Assessment 
Paper I = Peacemaking, peacekeeping—international relations 1918–36 
  
Paper II = Causes, practices and effects of war. 

      Origins and development of authoritarian and single-party states 
Paper III = Aspects of the history of Europe and the Middle East 
 
 Higher Level Standard Level 
Paper 1  20% (4 questions) 30% (4 questions) 
Paper 2          25% (2 essays)              45% (2 essays) 
Paper 3  35% (3 essays) 
Internal assessment  20% (1500-2000 words) 25% (1500-2000 words)                   
 
  
Both higher and standard level students submit an assessed Historical Investigation that 
provides them with the opportunity to engage in an intensive study of a historical subject 
chosen by the student from any period in History. Fieldwork studies are also an important 
part of the syllabus and are organised throughout the course. Examples are: the 
Humanities study trip to Cuba in the first year and excursions to various other places of 
historical interest such as WW1 battlefields. 
  
Students who take History at IBDP level have moved on to study a wide variety of subjects 
at University. History can be a base for the study of Law, Politics, Journalism and is 
sometimes combined with the study of Languages. 
 
 
ITGS Standard Level  

Nature of the Subject ITGS 



The course is the study and evaluation of the impact of information technology (IT) on individuals 
and society. It explores the advantages and disadvantages of the use of digitized information. ITGS 
provides a framework for the student to make informed judgments and decisions about the use of IT 
within social contexts. 

Who may take the subject? 

Any student interested in the social and ethical aspects of IT. An IGCSE equivalent IT or Computer 
studies background will be beneficial. Otherwise too much time is required to catch up on the 
syllabus content (check below). The syllabus is not a specifically technical one; it focuses on 
applying technology and discussing impacts.  

 

If in doubt about whether to take the subject, students may talk with the teacher.  It is also possible 
to do a test at the ISH IT department, which might provide a better measure of skill. Students may 
also look at the work of previous students and explore the relevant class folders.  

Resources 

Internet / E-mail connections are necessary for the course. Students need to be able to use 
multimedia capable computers; Internet access at home is needed. Students use the book 
―Information Technology in a Global Society‖ by Oliver Kim. 

Aims 

The aims of all subjects in group 3, individuals and societies, are to: 

1. encourage the systematic and critical study of: human experience and behaviour; 
physical, economic and social environments; and the history and development of social 
and cultural institutions 

2. develop in the student the capacity to identify, to analyse critically and to evaluate 
theories, concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual and 
society 

3. enable the student to collect, describe and analyse data used in studies of society, to 
test hypotheses, and to interpret complex data and source material 

4. promote the appreciation of the way in which learning is relevant both to the culture in 
which the student lives, and the culture of other societies 

5. develop an awareness in the student that human attitudes and beliefs are widely 
diverse and that the study of society requires an appreciation of such diversity 

6. enable the student to recognize that the content and methodologies of the subjects in 
group 3 are contestable and that their study requires the toleration of uncertainty. 

In addition, the aims of the information technology in a global society (ITGS) course at SL 
are to: 
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7. enable the student to evaluate social and ethical considerations arising from the 
widespread use of IT by individuals, families, communities, organizations and societies at 
the local and global level 

8. develop the student‘s understanding of the capabilities of current and emerging IT 
systems and to evaluate their impact on a range of stakeholders 

9. enable students to apply their knowledge of existing IT systems to various scenarios 
and to make informed judgments about the effects of IT developments on them 

10. encourage students to use their knowledge of IT systems and practical IT skills to justify solutions 
for a specified client or end-user. 

Objectives 

There are four assessment objectives for the SL Diploma Programme ITGS course. 
Having followed the course at SL, students will be expected to demonstrate the following. 

 

Assessment objective 1: Knowledge and understanding of specified content 

• Demonstrate an awareness of IT applications and developments in specified scenarios 

• Demonstrate an awareness of the social and ethical significance of specified IT 
applications and developments 

• Demonstrate technical knowledge of ITGS terminology, concepts and tools 

• Demonstrate technical knowledge of IT systems 

 

Assessment objective 2: Application and analysis 

• Explain the impacts of IT applications and developments in specified scenarios 

• Analyse the social and ethical significance of specified IT applications and developments 

• Transfer IT knowledge and make connections between specific scenarios 

 

Assessment objective 3: Synthesis and evaluation 

• Evaluate local and global impacts of specified IT developments through individually 
researched studies 

• Evaluate a solution involving IT to a specified problem using knowledge of IT systems 

• Discuss the social and ethical implications of specified IT policies and developments 

 



Assessment objective 4: Use of ITGS skills 

• Demonstrate evidence of project management in the development of a well-organized 
product to resolve a specific issue 

• Use IT tools and the product development life cycle (PDLC) to create an original product 
in consultation with a client 

• Demonstrate evidence of the use of appropriate techniques to develop an original IT product 

Strands 

The ITGS course consists of three compulsory interconnected strands that reflect the integrated 
nature of the course. 

Strand 1:  Social and ethical issues 

1.1 Reliability and integrity  

1.2 Security  

1.3 Privacy and anonymity 

1.4 Intellectual property  

1.5 Authenticity  

1.6 The digital divide and equality of access  

1.7 Surveillance  

1.8 Globalization and cultural diversity  

1.9 Policies 

1.10 Standards and protocols  

1.11 People and machines  

1.12 Digital citizenship 

Strand 2:  Application to specified scenarios 

2.1 Business and employment  

2.2 Education and training  

2.3 Environment 

2.4 Health 

2.5 Home and leisure  

2.6 Politics and government 
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Strand 3:  IT systems 

3.1 Hardware 

3.2 Software  

3.3 Networks 

3.4 Internet 

3.5 Personal and public communications  

3.6 Multimedia/digital media  

3.7 Databases  

3.8 Spreadsheets, modelling and simulations  

3.9 Introduction to project management 

 

External Assessment: 

Exams: Length: Weighting: Description: 

Paper 1 1 hr 45 min 40% Students answer 3 of 5 structured  

questions that integrate the 3 strands  

(60 marks) 

Paper 2 1 hr 15 min 30% Students write a response to an  

unseen article (26 marks) 

 

Internal Assessment: 

Project 30 hrs 30% Students develop an original IT product 

for a specified client and write a  

supporting document (30 marks) 

 

A set of assessment criteria is provided, enabling the student and teacher to evaluate the Project. 

Project 

The project is a chance for students to prove their project management skills. In order to produce a 
high quality product / solution to a real life problem, the student must find a client and work with 
them in order to help them overcome a problem they are currently having. The project is carried out 



over the course of a year, and the student must produce a good quality product, a cover page and 
documentation to prove that they have carried out the project in the prescribed manner.  

Possible Projects 

Think about creating a website for an organisation, an introduction video for new students at the 
ISH, a database describing facilities for expats in The Hague, a restaurant database guide, printed 
as a booklet, a database allowing teachers to calculate grades and keep attendance records etc. 

 

The project doesn‘t have to be purely technical; the main goal is to provide a full working solution 
for a (social) problem. It will be evaluated and students must ask others‘ opinions (and state those). 
Recent projects involved websites, databases and combinations of them. Students use several 
types of software for their projects. 

Teaching 

Students work on the shMoodle and with Google Docs, where all resources and advice is available.  

Students present / demonstrate their opinion on syllabus related topics 

Students make use of different sources, e.g., magazines, newspapers, videos, Internet, Resource 
Centre 

Students learn that many aspects of the syllabus interrelate with TOK 

Students work independently on given articles, discussing results in class. 

 

The complete syllabus and other relevant information, such as class schedules and schemes of 
work can be found shMoodle and Google Docs. 
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Group 4 
Sciences 
  
A common curriculum model applies to all the Sciences. This model offers a parallel 
structure at both higher and standard level, whereby a core of material is studied, together 
with  option topics. 
Students spend at least 25% of teaching time following an internally assessed scheme of 
practical investigative work, related to all aspects of the programme. There is also an 
interdisciplinary Science project that allows students to appreciate the environmental, 
social and ethical implications of science. The emphasis of this project is on 
interdisciplinary cooperation and the processes involved in scientific investigations. 
(IB Diploma Programme guide: Biology, 2001) 
Higher level Sciences prepare students for science or science related studies at 
universities and colleges throughout the world. 
 
IBDP Sciences provide students with knowledge and understanding to become confident 
citizens in a technological world and are stimulated to develop an in and care for the 
environment. 
To follow the IB programme for Sciences at higher level, students need IB-MYP 5, with 
Higher level Physics also requiring IB-MYP 5 in Maths. 
 
Biology 
Biologists have accumulated huge amounts of information about living organisms. In 
Diploma Programme biology, it is hoped that students will acquire a body of facts and at 
the same time develop a broad, general understanding of the principles of the subject.  
The Diploma Programme biology courses at standard level (SL) and higher level (HL) 
have four basic biological concepts: Structure and Function, Universality Versus Diversity, 
Equilibrium Within Systems and Evolution, that run throughout both courses. 
(IB Diploma Programme guide: Biology, 2007) 
Biology is an excellent course for all students, both for those continuing their career in 
Science, (such as forestry, agricultural sciences, environmental sciences, microbiology, 
biochemistry, health related studies like medicine, dentistry, veterinary sciences, nursing, 
physiotherapy, biophysical sciences) as well as those with other career options.  
 
Chemistry 
Chemistry is an experimental science that combines academic study with the acquisition 
of practical and investigational skills. It is called the central science as chemical principles 
underpin both the physical environment in which we live and all biological systems. Apart 
from being a subject worthy of study in its own right, chemistry is a prerequisite for many 
other courses in higher education, such as medicine, biological science and environmental 
science, and serves as useful preparation for employment.   
(IB Diploma Programme guide: Chemistry 2007) 
 
Physics 
Physics is the most fundamental of the experimental sciences as it seeks to explain the 
universe itself, from the very smallest particles—quarks (perhaps 10-17 m in size) which 
may be truly fundamental— to the vast distances between galaxies (1024 m).  
The Diploma Programme physics course allows students to develop traditional practical 
skills and techniques and increase facility in the use of mathematics, which is the 
language of physics. It also allows students to develop interpersonal skills, and information 
and communication technology skills which are essential in modern scientific endeavour 
and are important life-enhancing, transferable skills in their own right. (IB Diploma 



Programme Guide: Physics 2007) 
Good qualifications at IBDP are needed for entry into university to study many courses 
including physics, engineering, medicine, dentistry and even diverse subjects such as 
management. 
 
Environmental Systems and Societies SL: a transdisciplinary subject  
(Groups 3 and 4) 
 
The prime intent of this course is to provide students with a coherent perspective of the 
interrelationships between environmental systems and societies; one that enables them to 
adopt an informed personal response to the wide range of pressing environmental issues 
that they will inevitably come to face. Students‘ attention can be constantly drawn to their 
own relationship with their environment and the significance of choices and decisions that 
they make in their own lives. It is intended that students develop a sound understanding of 
the interrelationships between environmental systems and societies, rather than a purely 
journalistic appreciation of environmental issues. The teaching approach therefore needs 
to be conducive to students evaluating the scientific, ethical and socio-political aspects of 
issues. 
The course is highly demanding and combines Science and Humanities, therefore making 
sound knowledge of both fields crucial.  
 
Syllabus component  
Topic 1: Systems and models  
Topic 2: The ecosystem 
2.1 Structure 
2.2 Measuring abiotic components of the system 
2.3 Measuring biotic components of the system 
2.4 Biomes 
2.5 Function 
2.6 Changes 
2.7 Measuring changes in the system 
Topic 3: Human population, carrying capacity and resource use 
3.1 Population dynamics 
3.2 Resources—natural capital 
3.3 Energy resources 
3.4 The soil system 
3.5 Food resources 
3.6 Water resources 
3.7 Limits to growth 
3.8 Environmental demands of human populations 
Topic 4: Conservation and biodiversity 
4.1 Biodiversity in ecosystems 
4.2 Evaluating biodiversity and vulnerability 
4.3 Conservation of biodiversity 
Topic 5: Pollution management 
5.1 Nature of pollution 
5.2 Detection and monitoring of pollution 
5.3 Approaches to pollution management 
5.4 Eutrophication 
5.5 Solid domestic waste 
5.6 Depletion of stratospheric ozone 
5.7 Urban air pollution 
5.8 Acid deposition 
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Topic 6: The issue of global warming 6 
Topic 7: Environmental value systems 6 
 
Assessment component      Weighting 
External assessment (written papers, 3 hours)    80% 
Paper 1—1 hour       30%    
Paper 2—2 hours        50% 
 
Internal assessment—30 hours     20% 
 
 
Group 5: Mathematics  

Mathematics 

Mathematics is a compulsory subject at IBDP level. There are four different IBDP courses, three 
of which are offered at the ISH: 

1. Mathematical Studies SL 

2. Mathematics SL 

3. Mathematics HL 

1. Mathematical Studies SL (Maths Studies) 

Mathematical Studies is designed for students who do not anticipate a need for mathematics in 
their future studies. 

A basic knowledge of arithmetic, algebra and geometry is expected and necessary for success 
in this course, which emphasises applications of Mathematics to real world situations and 
questions. Through the introduction to some mathematical theory students begin to see the 
relationships between various branches of Mathematics, giving them the opportunity to 
appreciate the subject as a logical whole with its underlying patterns and relationships. 

Each student is required to complete a project, an extended piece of independent research, 
begun in Year 12 and completed in Year 13. Students are encouraged to choose a topic of 
personal interest that lends itself to mathematical investigation and analysis. Previous topics 
have included architecture, travel, basketball and music. The teacher acts as advisor and 
supervisor; the teacher also ensures that the work is independent and original. 

Topics studied in this programme include: statistics, probability, trigonometry and functions. 

The use of the Graphic Display Calculator is allowed in all the exam papers. The following parts 
compose the final IB diploma grade: 

Paper 1 40% 15 Short questions  1 hour 30 minutes 90 Marks 

Paper 2 40% 6 Extended questions 1 hour 30 minutes 90 Marks 

Project 20%        20 Marks 

 



 

2. Mathematic SL (Maths Standard) 

Mathematics SL is designed for students who will need a sound mathematical background as 
they prepare for future studies in subjects as chemistry, economics, psychology and business 
administration. 

This course requires students to possess a good level of preparation in all theoretical 
mathematics topics, in particular algebra, functions and trigonometry. In order to enrol in 
Mathematics SL, the student must have demonstrated evidence of such preparation in their 
MYP work or (for students new to the school), on the department placement test. In addition, 
students must have demonstrated a capacity for hard work and solid commitment to their 
studies. 

The emphasis in the programme is on application of mathematical techniques. The course 
moves at a fast pace, which means that students who select this course without the necessary 
solid preparation will find that they do not have sufficient time to keep up with the material and 
may be in danger of failing the course.  

Each student is required to complete a Mathematical exploration, an extended piece of 
independent research, begun in Year 12 and completed in Year 13. Students are encouraged to 
choose a topic of personal interest that involves investigating an area of mathematics. The 
teacher acts as advisor and supervisor; the teacher also ensures that the work is independent 
and original. 

Topics studied in this programme include: algebra, trigonometry, vectors, differential and 
integral calculus, statistics and probability.  

The use of the Graphic Display Calculator is not allowed in all the exam papers. The following 
parts compose the final IB diploma grade: 

 

Paper 1   40% (Calculator Free)  1 hour 30 minutes 90 Marks 

    Section A  Short questions     

    Section B Extended questions     

Paper 2   40% (Calculator Required) 1 hour 30 minutes 90 Marks 

    Section A  Short questions    

    Section B  Extended questions     

Mathematical exploration 20%        20 Marks 

 

3. Mathematics HL (Maths Higher) 

The Higher level programme is designed for students who have a very good aptitude for and a 
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strong interest in Mathematics. Some universities, particularly those in Europe, require Maths 
Higher level for study of Mathematics, Engineering, Physics and similar programs. 

The abstract nature of the subject, as well as the amount of work involved, must be taken into 
consideration when making the choice of to take Maths Higher. The course requires students to 
possess an excellent level of preparation in all theoretical mathematics topics, in particular 
algebra, functions, trigonometry and a high level of mathematical aptitude and giftedness. In 
order to enrol in Maths Higher, the student must have demonstrated evidence of this excellent 
preparation in their MYP work or (for students new to the school), on the department placement 
test. In addition, students must have demonstrated a capacity for hard work and solid 
commitment to their studies. 

Maths Higher encourages students to question their existing mathematical assumptions; to 
investigate topics in modern Mathematics; and to learn to reason and justify their results. In 
addition, students acquire a vast new set of mathematical skills. The IBDP examination in Maths 
Higher is designed to test the analytical skill of the student as well as knowledge of 
mathematical concepts. In order to develop analytical thinking, teamwork and a pursuit of 
excellence in Mathematics, the Mathematics Department offers training for various international 
competitions to students who wish to participate. 

Each student is required to complete a Mathematical exploration, an extended piece of 
independent research, begun in Year 12 and completed in Year 13. Students are encouraged to 
choose a topic of personal interest that involves investigating an area of mathematics. The 
teacher acts as advisor and supervisor; the teacher also ensures that the work is independent 
and original. 

Topics studied in this programme include: algebra, trigonometry, vectors, differential and 
integral calculus, statistics and probability.  

The use of the Graphic Display Calculator is not allowed in all the exam papers. The following 
parts compose the final IB diploma grade: 

Paper 1   30% (Calculator Free)  2 hours 120 Marks 

    Section A  Short questions      

    Section B Extended questions      

Paper 2   30% (Calculator Required) 2 hours 120 Marks 

    Section A  Short questions      

    Section B  Extended questions      

Paper 3   20% (Calculator Required) 1 hour  60 Marks 

Mathematical exploration 20%       20 Marks  

Use of Technology 

A graphics calculator is required for each IBDP Mathematics course. Such a calculator is 



essential for following the lessons, completing the assignments and performing well on tests 
and exams. The graphics calculator used at the ISH is selected at the beginning of each school 
year by the Mathematics department. The model that we use at the ISH for the school year 
2012-2013 is the Texas Instruments TI-84, TI-84 plus Graphic Calculator, or TI-nspire CX. It is 
important that each student has the ISH model graphical calculator (and not some other model 
calculator) so he or she can follow the lessons. Therefore, the students are strongly advised to 
purchase a calculator through a local bookstore or electronic shop before the start of the 
lessons.  

 
Group 6: Electives 
  
Visual Arts 
 
The general aims in following this subject are to study a variety of creative approaches in 
order to develop a solid base leading to an area of specialisation in the second year. The 
IBDP Art course aims to develop, both technical skills and critical art appreciation. The 
studio work accounts for the major proportion of the final grade. Students thus place their 
own art in a broader social, cultural and historical context. A record of all the student‘s 
work, along with the developmental process, is kept in the Research Work Books. 
 
Students are encouraged to explore and challenge the traditional conventions of creative 
practice. Through the guidance of staff they develop their own goals and strategies. 
 
Classroom Objectives 
 
The Art Department offers a broad range of experiences in two-dimensional, three-
dimensional and time-based media. The program requires a high level of individual and 
group participation. Punctuality and attendance are looked upon as key elements towards 
the successful completion of this course. 
 
Career Relevance 
 
ISH students go on to study Art and Design at universities and colleges all over the world. 
Possible careers for students with an Art and Design qualification include: architecture, 
interior design, graphic design, web design: advertising, fine art, publishing, fashion, 
photography, architecture, film, television, video and industrial design, illustration as well 
as many other related professions. 
 
Examination 
At the end of the IBDP course, Art students present their work in an exhibition, which they 
organise themselves. A video-taped interview of the student discussing their work is made 
and submitted digitally. The following criteria are examined: independent research, critical 
appreciation of the art form studied, awareness of own growth and experimental studio 
research. Selections of pages from the research books are submitted digitally to the 
examiner at the end of the course. 
 
Music 
Music is a significant force in the lives of most if not all young people.  The IBDP Music 
programme is designed to promote greater awareness and understanding of both the 
power and variety of musical experiences for: a) those who have a general interest, and b) 
those intending to continue further education in music.  Candidates are exposed to a 
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broad spectrum of music, ranging from western music from many periods and styles to 
world music.  
At both Higher and Standard levels, creative practical aspects of musical experience are 
balanced with the theoretical.  For the Composition and Performance components of the 
programme, candidates may include any style, from electro-acoustic and computer music 
to jazz, to rhythm and blues, to ethnic, to contemporary art music, to traditional repertoire 
of the Western concert hall.  The structure of the programme and weighting of the 
assessment reflect the fine balance between emphases on theoretical study and creative 
flexibility. 
 
Assessment 
There are four sections; each accounts for 25% of the final mark: 
Performing  Listening 
Composing  Musical Investigation 
 
Performing and composing sections can be classical, rock, world music, etc.  Listening 
questions can be based on in-depth knowledge of a limited selection of styles, or a 
superficial knowledge of many styles. 
• promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of music from a variety of 

cultural, historical and stylistic perspectives; 
• develop appropriate abilities and skills in critical understanding, listening and 

identification, and in making music through composing, improvising and performing; 
• develop informed response to a variety of aspects of musical sound, including scientific 

as well as purely musical ways of describing these aspects; 
• develop an historical perspective of the continuity and change occurring in Western 

music  
• develop understanding of the diverse nature of music making in the 20th century 
• develop awareness and some understanding of the music of cultures other than the 

candidate's own 
• encourage cooperation with fellow students and others through conducting and 

directing and/or performance with ensembles 
• develop at Higher Level the necessary standards of attainment, which would allow 

further formal study of the art and science of music in higher education. 
Objectives  
Having followed the International Baccalaureate Music course, students will be expected 
to: 
 be able to comment on stylistic and technical aspects of a selected range of music 

chosen from Western and world cultures; 
 demonstrate a theoretical and practical knowledge of the basic rudiments and 

acoustics of music; 
 demonstrate, in performance and/or composition, signs of creativity, imagination and 

originality; 
 show, in performance, technical competence and control of musical elements; 
 show, in composition, a coherence of structure and stylistic unity in an appropriate 

medium; 
 demonstrate, in performance, interpretation and stylistic competence; 
 show an understanding of the aesthetic quality of the piece of music in both 

performance and composition; 
 show an awareness of personal growth and development in music. 



Theatre  
Theatre is offered at both Standard and Higher level in the IB Programme.  
 
Introduction 
The theatre course at both HL and SL requires no previous experience in drama or 
theatre. The theatre course provides a relevant learning opportunity for a diverse range of 
students as it lays an appropriate foundation for further study in theatre, performing arts 
and other related subjects. In addition, by instilling discipline, and refining communication 
and group-work skills, it offers a valuable course of study for students who may wish to 
pursue a career or further education studies in areas unconnected to theatre.  

The aims of the theatre course at HL and SL are to enable students to:  
• experience and participate in a wide and varied range of theatre activities and 

develop proficiency in more than one area of theatre technique  
• become familiar with forms of theatre from their own and different cultures explore 

different theatre traditions in their historical contexts 
• develop academic skills appropriate for the study and understanding of theatre 
• become reflective and critical practitioners in theatre 
• develop the confidence to explore, to experiment and to work individually and 

collaboratively on innovative projects, which should involve challenging established 
notions and conventions of theatre  

• understand the dynamic, holistic and evolving nature of theatre and the 
interdependencies of all aspects of this art form. 

The Journal 
Students at both HL and SL should keep a journal from the outset of the course. This is 
the student‘s own record, charting development, challenges and achievements, and, as 
such, students are free to determine what form it should take (written, audio and/or visual). 
The journal is not directly assessed or moderated but, since what it contains will reflect the 
sensibility of individual students, and will contain their responses to the different areas of 
learning, it should be regarded as a fundamental activity of the course. 

Theatre assessment details 
Research investigation (25% HL and SL) 
Students must undertake personal dramaturgical research into an unfamiliar theatrical 
practice for the production of a play or theatre piece. The findings of the investigation 
should be presented in an essay format with supporting visual and/or textual material. At 
HL the requirement is 2,000–2,500 words plus visual documentation and/or textual 
references. At SL the requirement is 1,500–1,750 words plus visual documentation and/or 
textual references.  

Practical performance proposal (25% HL and SL) 
Students must adopt a directorial perspective and write a proposal for staging a 
performance. This proposal should originate from one of the IB prescribed performance 
stimuli. It should include written work, scenarios, images, storyboards and any other 
materials that convey the essence of the proposed performance, and the practical 
preparations necessary to realize it.  

Students at HL should also include a report on the wider theoretical context of the 
proposed performance, based on the research they have done and the experience and 
personal perspective they have developed during the preparation period.  

Theatre performance and production presentation (25% HL and SL) 
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Students must give an oral presentation on their involvement in the performance and 
production aspects of all areas of the core syllabus. The presentation should be made to 
the teacher and the class, accompanied by a set of images to illustrate or counterpoint the 
spoken word. It should be focused on one or two performances in which the student has 
been involved.  

Independent project portfolio (25% HL and SL) 
Students at SL are required to pursue an independent interest in theatre, which may have 
arisen from their studies within the course.  

Students at HL are required to choose one from the following two options.  
Option A: Devising practice—allows students to develop and explore in depth the devising 
and actualization of a performance concept.  
Option B: Exploring practice—allows students to undertake a comparative study of theatre 
in advanced practice. 
Students at both HL and SL must prepare an independent project portfolio that shows the 
development of their independent project and its connection to their experiences in the 
core syllabus. The word limit for the independent project portfolio is 3,000 words at HL and 
2,000 words at SL.  
There is no written exam for IB Theatre students. 
 
 
EXTENDED ESSAY 
 
Given below are the official IBDP general guidelines for the extended essay. The general 
guidelines apply to all extended essays. Sample of Extended Essays are available in the 
Resource Centre. A separate Extended Essay booklet is issued to IB DP students. 
 
General Guidelines For The Extended Essay 
  
The Nature of the Extended Essay 
The extended essay is defined as an in-depth study of a limited topic within a subject. Its 
purpose is to provide candidates with an opportunity to engage in independent research. 
Emphasis is placed on the process of engaging in personal research, on the 
communication of ideas and information in a logical and coherent manner, and on the 
overall presentation of the extended essay in compliance with these guidelines. 
 
The Choice of Subject 
The subject in which the extended essay is registered must be chosen from the list of 
available subjects given in the IB Handbook. It is advisable to choose the subject for the 
extended essay before deciding what the topic or research question of the extended essay 
will be. Since the IB specifies the range of permitted subjects, certain topics may not be 
appropriate for an extended essay.   
 
The subject chosen for the extended essay does not have to be one of the subjects being 
studied by the candidate for the diploma, but care should be taken to choose a subject 
about which the candidate has sufficient knowledge and skills. Candidates should also 
base the choice of subject on the level of personal interest they have in that subject. 
 
The Choice of Topic 
The topic of the extended essay is the particular area of study within the chosen subject. 
Before a final decision is made about the choice of topic the relevant subject guidelines 
should be carefully considered. Candidates should aim to choose a topic that is both 



interesting and challenging to them. The topic chosen should be limited in scope and 
sufficiently narrow to allow candidates to examine an issue or problem in depth. It should 
present the candidate with the opportunity to collect or generate information and/or data 
for analysis and evaluation. Candidates are not expected to make a contribution to 
knowledge within a subject. A broad topic is unlikely to result in a successful extended 
essay. A topic which requires no personal research and/or requires an essentially 
narrative or descriptive approach is not suitable for an extended essay. Similarly, although 
a reliance on secondary sources is sometimes necessary, an extended essay which only 
provides a summary of such sources will not be successful. Writing a précis of a well-
documented topic is unlikely to result in a successful extended essay. 
 
The Research Question 
When an appropriate topic has been chosen, candidates should narrow the focus of the 
investigation and formulate a specific research question. For many extended essays this 
will be phrased in the form of a question, but alternatives such as launching the 
investigation with a hypothesis are acceptable. By frequently referring to this research 
question, candidates should be able to maintain the purpose and orientation of the 
investigation. Candidates are encouraged to formulate a challenging research question but 
to ensure that it can be explored within the constraints of essay length, time and resources 
available to them. 
 
The Research Process 
A systematic process, shaped by the nature of the subject, is essential to generate and 
gather information and ideas that can be used to develop a convincing answer to the 
specified research question. 
 
Organising the Essay 
After careful outlining and drafting, it is likely that the majority of extended essays will 
follow a structure similar to that described below. 
 
Introduction 
The introduction should include: 
• an indication of why the topic chosen is interesting, important or worthy of study  
• some background information and an attempt to place the topic in an appropriate 

context  
• an indication of whether the topic has been narrowed to a focus of more manageable 

proportions  
• a clearly and precisely stated research question  
• a clear concluding statement of the thesis and argument, i.e. the response to the 

research question that will subsequently be developed in the body of the essay.  
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Body/Development 
The essential feature of the major section, or body, of the essay is the systematic 
development of a convincing answer to the research question. The structure and the 
approach to this section will be shaped by the conventions of the particular subject in 
which the extended essay is being undertaken. Some subjects may require sub-headings 
for major sections within the main body. For example, scientific investigations will usually 
have separate sections for method and results. In some other subjects, however, sub-
headings should be avoided because they disrupt the flow and unity of an essay. 
 
Conclusion 
The requirements of the conclusion are that it 
• is clearly stated  
• is relevant to the research question being investigated  
• is substantiated by the evidence presented  
• indicates issues, unresolved questions and new questions that have emerged from the 

research.  
 
Formal Presentation 
The extended essay should be written in a clear, correct and formal style appropriate to 
the subject from which the topic is drawn. The use of word processors is mandatory.  
 
The Length of the Extended Essay 
The upper limit is 4000 words for all extended essays. This upper limit includes the 
introduction, the body, the conclusion and any quotations, but does not include 
• the title page 
• the abstract  
• acknowledgements  
• the contents page  
• maps, charts, diagrams, annotated illustrations and tables  
• the references/bibliography  
• appendices.  
 
Essays in excess of 4000 words are subject to penalties and examiners are not required to 
read material in excess of the word limit. Candidates writing their extended essay in 
Japanese or Chinese should use the following conversions: 

Japanese: 1 word = approximately 2 Japanese characters 
Chinese: 1 word = approximately 1.2 Chinese characters 

  
Title 
The title should provide a clear indication of the focus of the essay. It should be precise 
and not necessarily phrased in the form of a question. 
  
Abstract 
An abstract not exceeding 300 words must be included. It does not serve as an 
introduction but presents a synopsis of the extended essay, and therefore should be 
written last. The inclusion of an abstract is intended to encourage candidates to examine 
closely the development of an argument within the extended essay and the pertinence of 
any conclusions that are reached. It is also designed to allow readers to understand 
quickly the contents of the extended essay. 
The minimum requirements for the abstract are to state clearly: 
• the research question being investigated  
• the scope of the investigation  
• the conclusions of the extended essay.  



 
The abstract should be typed or word processed on one side of a sheet of paper, and 
placed immediately after the title page. 
  
Contents Page 
A contents page must be provided at the beginning of the extended essay and all pages 
should be numbered. An index is not required. 
 
Illustrations 
Presentation and overall neatness are important, and it is essential that illustrative 
material, if included, is well set out and used effectively. Graphs, diagrams, tables and 
maps are effective only if they are well labelled and can be interpreted with ease. All such 
material which is incorporated into the extended essay must be directly related to the text 
and acknowledged where appropriate. The use of photographs and postcards is 
acceptable only if they are captioned and/or annotated and are used to illustrate a specific 
point made in the extended essay. 
  
References/Bibliography 
The direct or indirect use of the words of another person, written, oral or electronic, must 
be acknowledged appropriately as must visual material in the essay, derived from another 
source. A candidate's failure to comply with this requirement will be viewed as plagiarism, 
and will therefore be treated as a case of malpractice. 
 
The bibliography or list of references should include only those works, such as books and 
journals, which have been consulted by the candidate. An accepted form of quoting and 
documenting sources, should be applied consistently. The major documentation systems 
are divided into two groups, parenthetical in-text systems and numbered systems; either 
may be used, provided this is done consistently and clearly. It is good practice to require 
candidates to study a major style guide appropriate to the subject of the extended essay 
so that they can present their list of references professionally. 
 
Each work consulted, regardless of whether or not it has already been cited as a 
reference, must be listed in the bibliography. The bibliography should specify: author/s, 
title, date and place of publication, and the name of the publisher, following consistently 
one standard method of listing sources. Possible examples are: 
  
Peterson, A. D. C. Schools Across Frontiers: the story of the International Baccalaureate 
and the United World College. La Salle, Illinois: Open Court, 1987. 
Peterson, A. D. C. (1987), Schools Across Frontiers: the story of the International 
Baccalaureate and the United World College., Open Court: La Salle, Illinois. 
Institute for Aerospace Research (IAR). Flight Research. In National Research Council of 
Canada (NRC) [online]. 1996 [cited 1996-07-11]. Available from World Wide Web: <UR1: 
http://www.iar.nrc.ca/iar/fr_general-e.html> 
Zieger, Herman E. "Aldehyde." The Software Toolworks Multimedia Encyclopedia. Vers. 
1.5. Software Toolworks. Boston: Grolier, 1992. 
Bruckman, Amy S. "MOOSE Crossing Proposal." Mediamoo@media.mit.edu (20 Dec. 
1994). 
 
Note that, for personal e-mail listings, the address should be omitted. 
  
Appendices 
Appendices are not an essential section of the extended essay and examiners are not 
required to read them, so care should be taken to include all information of direct 
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relevance to the analysis and argument in the main part of the essay.  Unless considered 
essential, complete lists of raw data should not be included in the extended essay. An 
extended essay should not constantly refer to material presented in an appendix as this 
may disrupt its continuity. 
  
The Use of Other Media and Materials 
Apart from graphic material, materials in other media, e.g. DVDs, should not be included.  
  
Computers 
The use of computers is encouraged where they are appropriate as tools for analysing 
data relevant to the subject of the extended essay. Material such as a hard copy of 
computer output may be included in the extended essay, but any associated program 
should be referred to or reproduced, if original, only as an appendix. Only in computer 
science and physics (in particular circumstances) may programs be included as part of the 
extended essay 
  
Videotapes 
The use of videotapes as supporting material is not permissible. 
  
Audiotapes 
The use of audiotapes as supporting material is permissible, but is not encouraged, and 
extra merit will not be given for the inclusion of audiotapes in support of an extended 
essay. Digital audiotapes are not acceptable. 
  
Specimen Materials 
Specimen materials used in or produced by investigations do not form part of the extended 
essay and must not be submitted. Photographic evidence may be submitted in place of 
such material. 
  
Assessment of Extended Essays 
 
Inappropriate Research Questions 
There are some research questions which are too broad in scope to be dealt with 
effectively, on more than a superficial descriptive level, within the limits of an extended 
essay. Many examples of such research questions are given in the subject guidelines.  
The other category of inappropriate research question involves those studies which are 
too simplistic, too limited in scope or too speculative, providing either an easily 
accomplished or insignificant outcome, or a self-evident outcome which should have been 
predicted in advance.  
It is important to note that judgment on the suitability of the above research questions 
could not be made on the basis of the title alone. Some research questions which appear 
trivial from the title may be given a sophisticated treatment and produce worthy findings. 
Thus, although the title of the extended essay may act as a guide, decisions about the 
awarding of criteria levels in regard to this matter can only be made on the basis of the 
whole essay. 
  
Overall Assessment 
The total score obtained, on the scale O to 36, will be used to determine in which of the 
following bands the extended essay is placed. This band, in conjunction with the band for 
Theory of Knowledge, determines the diploma points awarded for these two requirements. 
See Award of Diploma Points below for further details. 
 
The band descriptions are: 



  A Work of an excellent standard  
  B Work of a good standard  
  C Work of a satisfactory standard  
  D Work of a mediocre standard  
  E Work of an elementary standard  
 
The band description provides the basis of reporting back to schools on each  
candidate's performance in the extended essay requirement. 
  
Award of Diploma Points 
The extended essay contributes to the overall diploma score through the award of points 
in conjunction with Theory of Knowledge. A maximum of three points are awarded 
according to a candidate's combined performance in both the extended essay and Theory 
of Knowledge. 
 
Both Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay are measured against published 
assessment criteria. According to the quality of the work, based on the application of these 
assessment criteria, a candidate's performance in each of the extended essay and Theory 
of Knowledge will fall into one of the five bands described above. 
  
The assessment criteria for the Extended Essay can be found in the Extended Essay 
booklet issued to all students and available online.  
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